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Self-Guided Field Trips Organized By
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ASA Bodo Centre
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The six centres of the Archaeological Society of Alberta are pleased to
offer you self-guided field trips for the afternoon portion of the 2021 ASA
Annual Conference, held virtually this year.
In lieu of the traditional field trip organized by the hosting centre, each
centre has organized a self-guided walking or driving tour of local
archaeological and historical sites for members to visit.
You are invited to participate in the field trip at your own leisure. If you
wish to visit field trips provided by the other centres, they are all provided
in this packet.
Happy and safe travels!

The Archaeological Society of Alberta would like to acknowledge the
Indigenous Peoples of all the lands that we are on today. We would like
to take a moment to acknowledge the importance of the lands we share
and call home. We do this to reaffirm our commitment and responsibility
in improving relationships between nations and improving our own
understanding of local Indigenous peoples and their cultures. This is the
ancestral and unceded territory of the people of Treaty 4, 6, 7, 8, and 10
as well as the Métis homeland. Their histories, languages, and cultures
have enhanced and continue to enrich our province and our organization.
We acknowledge the harms and mistakes of the past and consider how we
can move forward in a spirit of truth, reconciliation, and collaboration.

Field Trip Overview by Centre
ASA Edmonton Centre
Walk along the river valley and in downtown Edmonton to explore
where archaeological excavations took place and then learn about
historic residential and commercial buildings.
ASA Red Deer Centre
Spend the day exploring Dry Island Buffalo Jump Provincial Park,
as the area is rich in archaeological and palaeontological materials.
ASA Bodo Centre
Tour geologic sites formed during the last ice age, and the the ‘nose’
of the bison that forms the western extent of the Neutral Hills.
ASA Calgary Centre
Drive between Calgary and Cochrane to experience both
archaeological and historical sites, including Big Hill Springs
Provincial Park and the Cochrane Ranch Park.
ASA Lethbridge Centre
Take a short hike to see the Sundial Medicine Wheel, and then spend
the rest of the time learning about an iconic ghost town, Retlaw.
ASA Southeastern Centre
Visit the Ross Glen site, considered one of the most important stone
circle sites in all of Alberta.

ASA Edmonton Centre Self-Guided Archaeological and
Historical Tour
The ASA Edmonton Centre is pleased to provide you two archival
documents of archaeological and historic walking tours throughout
the greater Edmonton area. These documents are provided to you in
the hopes of providing a safe and educational experience for you and
your cohort. It is advised you take the time to go through the
documents before starting as some of the routes have changed with
the construction of the new bridges in the river valley.
The first file is focused primarily on archaeological excavations and sites on the northern edge of
the River Valley. The tour starts at the Grandin LRT station, continues past the Legislature, and
down to the Walterdale and Rossdale flats in the river valley. The short walking tour is from page
24 to 41, the extended version continues to page 44. For interested parties, there is another selfguided tour recommended for biking or driving. This tour begins on page 45 and contains sites
beyond the river valley. This booklet is brimming with information on archaeology in Alberta and
presents multiple opportunities for excursions if you cannot see them all in one day!
Note: If your tour does take you to the Rossdale Flats, please take a moment to stop at the Rossdale
Flats Memorial and read the plaques.
The second file is a historical walking tour of downtown Edmonton, published in 2004. There are
four walking tours in the booklet: Heritage Trail, Jasper West and the Warehouse District,
Downtown and Rice Howard Way, and Jasper East. The booklet begins with an introduction to
historic Edmonton, focusing on the effects WWI and WWII had on the development on the urban
centre. The walking tours largely focus on buildings post 1900 from both a residential and
commercial standpoint. There are maps at the beginning of each walking tour, but it is advised you
plan the route first as some of the directions might have changed since publication.
We hope you take the time to appreciate these documents and visit the sites. Thank you for
choosing to participate in these self-guided tours, and we hope to see you in person in the future.
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CONTENTS OF THIS BOOKLETBBW^MBIIB*
The Greater Edmonton Area contains a rich and interesting
archaeological record. This booklet interprets the human history of the
region from an archaeological perspective - the physical remains that
humans left behind when they lived here. These remains consist of scattered
stone flakes and tools used by Aboriginal people for thousands of years,
archaeological fur trade sites that European traders built along the banks of
the North Saskatchewan River, and Edmonton's early urban and industrial
sites. If you look carefully, you will be surprised what pieces of human
history

lie

beneath your

The

feet.

main purpose

is to promote an awareness of this rich
archaeological heritage in the region by pointing out key archaeological
sites and the physical evidence of the past they contain. This booklet is also
intended to educate you about how we go about doing archaeology. This is
accomplished by illustrating these sites with recent or historic photographs,
the archaeological remains that have been found at them, or with
illustrations of artifacts and objects that have been recovered there. The
graphics and illustrations in this booklet are intended to help you interpret
the physical or cultural landscape that occurs around you, to better place it
within the context of a particular time period, or to compare landscapes of
the past with those of the present. You will view your surroundings through
the eyes of an archaeologist.
From an archaeologist's perspective, you will learn about some of
the techniques that archaeologists use to discover the hidden evidence and

booklet's

fragmentary material remains of past human activity. And, you will also
learn the single most important objective of archaeological investigation preserving context. Where an item is found, and the associations between
that artifact and other nearby artifacts are crucial to our understanding of
the past. Objects by themselves contain some information about the past,
but without context the archaeologist is faced with an almost impossible
task - assembling a puzzle that contains no interlocking pieces. To preserve
context, archaeologists spend many hours carefully removing layers of soil,
measuring the location of each artifact and observing the pattern of objects
found in the archaeological site. You will also learn, that even when historic
documents exist, the archaeological record is still very important in learning
about Alberta's heritage. You will learn to appreciate the history of an area
from a material perspective, that is, the physical evidence that humans leave
behind.
This booklet is divided into two sections: 1) an introduction to the
archaeological history of the Edmonton area; and, 2) a series of walking,
biking or driving tours of archaeological sites located in the area. In the first
section, the archaeological history of the area will provide you with the
background necessary to understand and appreciate more fully the
archaeological sites that you visit and the rich sources of information about

the past that they contain. It is impossible to go into great detail here, and
sections such as the one on Edmonton's urban archaeology can only give a
few examples of this rich and complex archaeological record.
In the second part of the booklet, three different lengths of tours
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depending on your energy levels. You can either join the
guided tours given by staff of the Provincial Museum of Alberta, or use this
booklet and its contents to guide you as you explore some key areas in and
around Edmonton with your family and friends.
The locations illustrated in this booklet and visited during the tour,
include prehistoric and historic archaeological sites, paleontological sites,
and standing historic structures and landscapes. All of these historic
resources are protected under the provisions of the Historical Resources Act
of Alberta. No objects associated with these historical resources should be
removed and the contents of the sites cannot be modified without the
written permission of the Minister of Community Development,
are described,

Government

of Alberta.

Please protect our historic resources

Edmonton's archaeological

and enjoy your tour of

heritage!

Heinz W. Pyszczyk

Museum of Alberta

Provincial

Emphasis

in archaeology

from things

is

gradually

to

what

shifting...

things

mean.

Alfred V. Kidder

Archaeologist
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INTRODUCTION EDMONTON'S ARCHAEOLOGY
NATURE PREPARES FOR THE

FIRST PEOPLE
When we

look

at

North

the

Saskatchewan River
today it is
difficult to imagine

valley

when

it

But

approximately

did not exist.

12,000 years ago there

was only a flat lake
bottom here. Prior to
that

date,
area

Edmonton

the

was

covered by glacial icethe last in a series of
glacial events that

have
The Edmonton region during the last stages of
showing the position of Glacial Lake
Edmonton and the Gwynne Channel
(Adapted from J.D. Godfrey, Edmonton Beneath Our Feet).
deglaciation,

profoundly

altered Alberta and
most of northern

North America. No
one is exactly sure
when the last ice sheet

melted, but by 12,000
years
ago
the
Edmonton area was becoming ice-free and was covered by water from the
melting glaciers. The melt water formed Glacial Lake Edmonton - a short
lived body of water which drained rapidly away through a channel south of
Edmonton, setting the stage for the appearance of the North Saskatchewan
River. Water flowing over the old glacial lake bed eventually established a
preferred channel, and thousands of years of erosion formed the river valley

we

see today.

The river valley walls are composed of unstable sands, silts and gravels
which periodically collapse in large and small landslides. Some of these

when

old coal mines that once lined the river valley
between wide valley walls, eroding former
flood plain deposits within the valley. Because the valley was carved out
from top to bottom, the earliest archaeological sites will be found on the
highest river terraces. Occupations dating after 8,000 years ago can be found

landslides were caused

collapsed. Today, the river snakes

on the lowest

terrace, but also on the highest terraces as well.
Archaeologists are not certain when the first people occupied the river
valley. We do know that animals inhabited the area for millions of years,

based on fossil dinosaur remains found in the valley. Immediately prior to
the last glaciation, approximately 25,000 years ago, mammoth, sabretoothed cat, camel and muskox roamed the region. The bones of these and
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Glacial

Lake Edmonton deposit

Glacial

till

Preglacial river deposit

Bedrock

River valley profile.

other animals have been found in the gravel deposits around Cloverbar,
near the east end of Edmonton. There is no evidence of human activity in
the Edmonton area at this time, but by 11,000 years ago there is firm
evidence of human occupation in Alberta, extending from the Peace River
region to the Bow River drainage.
The valley cuts through the earth and exposes many ancient layers. The
most recent sediments begin at the very top of the valley and consist of
glacial lake sands and clays. Till sediments, deposited by the scouring ice
mass that once covered much of Alberta, occur beneath the lake sediments.
Beneath the glacial till, the river has exposed the gravel and sands left by
even earlier glaciers and former rivers. Finally, at the bottom of the valley,
the river continues to erode the 100 million year old Cretaceous sandstone
bedrock.

The

First 10,000 Years

Archaeologists have divided Alberta's prehistoric past into three major
time periods: 1) Early (11,500 - 7,500 years before present); 2) Middle (7,500
- 1,750 years before present); and,
3) Late (1,750 - 300 years before present)
Prehistoric Periods. Each time period contains distinctively shaped stone
projectile points as well as other stone tools made and used by Native
people. Stone projectile point shapes change through time.

One

reason they

change in shape and size is that they performed different functions. The
large points from the Early Prehistoric Period were used on thrusting spears,
the points from the Middle Prehistoric Period were atlatl (spear thrower)
darts. The smaller projectile points from the Late Prehistoric Period were
used on arrows and represent bow and arrow technology. The three
projectile points below represent portions of each major time period;
however,

many other point types

occur in each period.

The Protohistoric Period refers to the indirect period of contact and
trade between Native People and Europeans, occurring from A. D. 1690 to
A.D.1795. The Historic Period refers to the first permanent settlement in the
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by Europeans. In our area,
begins in 1795 when the
men of the Hudson's Bay
area
it

Company and North West
Company paddled

upriver and

established
Edmonton/ Augustus

I

Forts
near Fort

Saskatchewan.

The Archaeological
Evidence
What
evidence

do

archaeologists find to show
that Native people once lived
in
the
Edmonton area
thousands of years ago? The
most common articles that
archaeologists find are stone
tools
Points from three time periods (clockwise

from

left)

11,000 - 10,000 years ago;
3,000 years ago; Plains Side-

Clovis,

Oxbow, 4,600
notched, 1,200

-

250 years

ago.

and

pottery,

flakes, pieces of clay

and animal bones

from people's meals. This scene
of human activity is called an
archaeological

A

site

site.

may be

as large as

an

ancient city where thousands
of people once lived, or it may consist of only a few scattered pieces of stone
flakes, which are the remnants of stone tool making by one person. In the
Edmonton area, many of these small sites mark where a few families once
hunted and camped; they represent the first 9,000 - 10,000 years of human
history. Other sites, such as the Stony Plain Quarry, Prosser and Strathcona
sites (which are discussed in more detail later), cover many hectares and
contain thousands of stone artifacts that date back thousands of years.
Many of the archaeological sites that are located on the tops of the river
valleys and in fields around Edmonton, occur less than one metre below the
surface of the ground. These sites have very compressed layers of sediments

(commonly known as stratigraphy) where thousands of years of human
occupation are deposited in a few centimetres of sediment. Dating and
separating the layers and artifacts in these sediments is a real problem for
the archaeologist. Often two projectile points, made 2,000 years apart, are
separated by only a few centimetres of soil. For example, at the Strathcona
archaeological site, it has been estimated that one centimetre of soil was
deposited every 157 years. At archaeological sites that occur along the lower
river terraces, where frequent flooding occurred, cultural remains may be
buried by two metres of sediment and contain well defined layers.
How many archaeological sites does the Edmonton area contain?
Archaeologists are not exactly sure, because they have not looked at every
square metre of the ground. Some archaeological sites are deeply buried in
the river sediments, while others have been destroyed by construction of
houses, roads and parks. Approximately 780 archaeological sites have been
6

“ SURFACE MAT
-CLAY LOAM
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Profile

of soil deposition at the Strathcona archaeological site. There are few well
defined layers and the cultural deposits are shallow (from Ives, 1985).

recorded in an area from Redwater west to Morinville, south to Calmar and
east to New Serepta. Only a few of these sites have been accurately dated or

even investigated.
Like other areas of Alberta, the number of archaeological sites and
projectile points increases through time in the Edmonton area. This very
interesting trend gives archaeologists clues about prehistoric human
settlement and land use in the area. These facts suggest that Native
populations gradually increased through time, creating more archaeological
sites and projectile points. This very useful knowledge about prehistoric
human populations could not be obtained unless archaeological sites were
first located and recorded, and the different types of projectile points
counted; both archaeological sites and private collections contain this
important information.
The distribution of archaeological sites over the landscape is also an
important source of information for archaeologists. In the Edmonton area,
and elsewhere along the North Saskatchewan River and the creeks running
into it, many sites occur along the edges of the river and creek valleys. The
river

and

its

resources attracted prehistoric people.

in the area occur along the upper terraces of the

Many

of the largest sites

North Saskatchewan River

camping spots were occupied by Native people during certain
and they returned to them for thousands of years.
Many of the archaeological sites that occur on the high river terraces
often face west or south. On a sunny day take a stroll along the edge of
Saskatchewan Drive, overlooking Fox Drive, or along the Provincial Museum

Valley. These

parts of the year,

of Alberta grounds. In the sheltered areas, there

is

a significant increase in

temperature, and the view of the entire valley is very good. These are two
likely reasons for choosing these spots to camp. Furthermore, many of the
good camping spots border creeks or ravines that run into the North
Saskatchewan River. For example, the Strathcona site, one of the largest sites
in the region, was repeatedly occupied over a 5,000 - 6,000 year period. It
lies near the junction of the edge of a ravine and the North Saskatchewan
River.
If

you

live in

Riverbend, you might be surprised

in Riverbend for at least

how many

sites

became a residential area. People lived
6,000 years. The accompanying map of Riverbend,

archaeologists found there before

it
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shows the north area that was thoroughly examined by archaeologists
it was covered with houses. They found found over 30 prehistoric
archaeological sites, or one site every 0.12 square kilometres. High
archaeological site densities also exist along the edges of Whitemud and
Blackmud Ravine.

before

The Geology and
Archaeology of

Edmonton's Hills
Once you climb
out of Edmonton's
steep river
valleys, the

and creek
ground is

relatively

flat.

However, there are a
few high hills in
Edmonton. When you
drive

Riverbend,

approach
intersection

through
and
the
of

Riverbend Road and
Rabbit Hill Road from
the east, you will drive
up a hill. Similar hills
occur
at
the
intersection of Calgary
Trail south and the

Whitemud Freeway,
and the Pleasantview
are kames.

sediments,

They were formed by

known

glacial

Cemetery. These hills
meltwaters depositing layers of

as glacial drift.

Prehistoric people often

camped on the tops

of these kames, leaving

behind a rich archaeological record. The hills offered a good vantage point
to view the surrounding countryside, a cool breeze during the hot summer
months and dry, well drained ground to camp on. Even today, people prefer
to live on top of these high spots. The kame in Riverbend contained a large
prehistoric camp site on which people had camped approximately 6,000
years ago and as recently as historic times. Kames in other areas of central
Alberta such those that occur south of Lake Wabamun, also contain many
prehistoric archaeological sites.

Edmonton's Rocks & Stone Tools
In the past, humans depended on

available resources in an area to make
and clothing. Ancient hunter/gatherers of Alberta,
used certain types of rocks to make sharp, durable stone tools. Such rocks
were exposed where pre-glacial gravel formations were eroded by running
their dwellings, tools,
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Kame formation.
water. Although rocks are exposed

everywhere today in the open
cultivated fields, it would have
been very hard

them

for people to find

The
North Saskatchewan River Valley
in forests or grasslands.

and Whitemud and Blackmud
Creek valleys, were cut deep by
water, and exposed these gravel
formations.

Glacial gravel formations
contain many different types of
rocks; but only some were suitable
for

making stone tools. Quartzite,
mudstone, silicified wood

chert,

and chalcedony are the best local
types of rocks for stone tool
making. Their properties allowed
the tool maker to control the
removal of stone flakes to make
and shape the tool. In the
Edmonton region, approximately

A

quartzite biface or knife, from the

Strathcona archaeological

site

(from Pyszczyk, 1985).
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71% of all stone tools found are made from quartzite. It is one of the most
abundant rocks in the underlying gravel formations of the Edmonton area;
probably this is the main reason it was used so often to make stone tools.
Prehistoric people used many types of stone tools in the Edmonton
area. These tools were all made by removing stone flakes from a large piece
of rock to thin and shape it. Points for some weapons, such as the spear,
atlatl and arrow, changed in shape through time, and performed very
specific functions. There were stone knives for cutting, projectile points for
piercing, stone scrapers for scraping wood and hide, drills and awls for
punching hide and bark. Large stone mauls were used for pounding, and
there were large crude chopping tools. Some tools, such as the scrapers and
mauls did not change much throughout the prehistoric period.

t t
Prehistoric stone scrapers

and projectile points found at

A

the Strathcona

archaeological site (from Pyszczyk, 1985).

Native people were highly skilled craftsmen and very knowledgeable
about the available raw material in their areas. They also made tools from
bone and wood, but these materials do not preserve very well and, thus,
little is known about these prehistoiric tools.

Integrating Edmonton's Prehistoric Archaeological Evidence
Each particular archaeological site, its contents, the geological and
biological information of the area, provide certain facts about the prehistory
of the Greater Edmonton Area. But, archaeologists do not always consider
each site or the evidence it contains separately, ignoring all the others. They
combine different types of evidence from all the sites to create a much
broader picture of prehistoric human habitation and land use of an area. It
has taken over 30 years to collect the archaeological information from
Edmonton's archaeological sites, and much still needs to be done. However,
a picture of how Native peoples used the land is beginning to emerge.
The Native people who lived in the Edmonton area depended on the
natural resources that were scattered throughout their region. Some
resources became available in large quantities during certain times of the
year. For example, small family groups might move near spawning streams
in the spring to trap large numbers of fish, then move elsewhere at the end
of the summer to gather berries, or to intercept game animals. At each of
these locations they would make, use, and repair their stone and bone
implements, often leaving evidence of their activities lying on the ground.
For hundreds of generations Native people moved to certain camping areas
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at specific

times of the year building up the archaeological record. This
known as the seasonal round and is common among northern

pattern was

Native peoples.
Because the types and concentrations of resources differed in each area,

some camping areas were utilized more intensively, sometimes by more
people. In the Edmonton area, we see many small archaeological sites and a
few very large ones. And, because each size of site may have performed a
different function, the composition and relative importance of certain stone
tools may also be somewhat different. This seems to be the pattern that is
emerging in the Edmonton area when we examine the evidence from all the
archaeological sites. The Strathcona archaeological site and the Stony Plain
quarry site are very large, compared to the hundreds of other smaller sites in
areas such as Riverbend. Archaeologists believe that the large sites were
extremely important in the seasonal round, and were revisited on a regular
basis. In other areas, such as Riverbend, it was not as important to camp at
exactly the same spot all the time, thereby producing a pattern of many
smaller archaeological sites scattered throughout the area.
But, why did Native people continually come to the Strathcona site
(and perhaps also the Stony Plain site) for thousands of years? That question
is more difficult to answer. One theory is that both sites contained critical
resources that were difficult to find elsewhere in the area. The archaeological
evidence does suggest that at both sites there are good exposures of raw
materials for making stone tools. However, what is not certain is whether
there are other areas along the North Saskatchewan River where there are
equally good exposures and sources of stone raw materials. If there aren't,
then this could be the chief reason why these two sites were visited so often
and became so large over time. An alternate theory suggests that both sites
contained numerous essential raw resources all in the same locality; good
exposures of suitable stone provided only one reason why Native people
often camped there. It will take a great deal more, research before one of
these theories

is

eventually accepted.

Based on the differences in the composition of the stone tool
assemblages and the need for prehistoric Native peoples to continually
move and utilize the resources of a large area, it is possible that the
prehistoric archaeological sites in the area were visited by the same groups
of Native people. Each locality, and its accompanying camp site, may have
served a somewhat different function. For example, the large archaeological
sites, such as Strathcona, contain relatively more evidence of early stages of
stone tool production than the smaller sites. That evidence comes primarily
by comparing the ratio of different types of stone flakes to one another.
Flakes removed in the early stages of tool manufacture (i.e., called 'primary'
and 'secondary' decortication flakes) occur six times more often at the
Strathcona site than flakes removed during the latter stages (called 'tertiary'
or 'reduction' flakes) of stone tool manufacture. This pattern is almost the
opposite at many of the Riverbend sites. The smaller sites in the Riverbend

more evidence of later stages of tool production and
These were briefly occupied small camps where specialized activities,
such as kills or butchering of game animals, took place. This is the kind of
pattern you might expect, if the Strathcona site was used more for raw
area contain relatively

repair.
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Simplified illustration of a reductive stone tool technology, removing stone flakes to
thin and shape it into a tool. Note the difference in the amount of cortex (the outer
surface of the rock) that each flake contains, allowing archaeologists to identify
what stage in the reduction sequence it represents (from Pyszczyk, 1985).

material extraction and initial stages of stone tool manufacture, and less as a
staging area for hunting where tools were being finished or repaired such as
the Prosser site.
Currently, these remain as theories of possible prehistoric Native land
use patterns in the Greater Edmonton Area. Which theory will eventually
prevail can only be decided with more research and collection of data. This
line inquiry demonstrates how important even examination of the waste
stone flakes becomes in evaluating these theories, and how more than one
archaeological site, including the very small, sometimes apparently minor
archaeological sites, is important for these investigations.
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FIRST

EUROPEANS:

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE FURTRADE
This

is

described to be a rich

and plentiful Country, abounding with

all

&

Otters, which are said to be so
kinds of animals especially Beavers
Children kill them with Sticks and Hatchets.
numerous that the Women

&

(Duncan McGillivray, of the North West Company describing the
Edmonton area, 1794)
Occupation of the Edmonton area by Native people and the promise of
drew the attention of the first Europeans who established

rich fur resources

their fur trade posts here.

By the 1780S;

Alberta Indians were unwilling to

come

after realizing that

to

Hudson Bay

many

of the

to trade, the fur

began to establish posts inland, primarily along the major
which were the chief transportation routes into the west. Eventually,

trade companies
rivers

the traders chose Edmonton to establish a fur trade post, because apparently
the area teemed with resources.
The North West Company constructed Fort Augustus I along the North
bank of the North Saskatchewan River, near Fort Saskatchewan, in 1795.

The Hudson's Bay Company soon followed and erected Edmonton House I.
These posts, known as the Fortes des Prairies, served the Woodland and
Plains Indians and were close to the plains buffalo herds. Supplies from
these posts helped support other posts located in the fur-rich, but food poor,
areas of the Canadian northwest. These first forts were only occupied until

1801. Over the next 30 years. Fort

Edmonton was moved

several times:

1801 - 1810: Fort Augustus/Edmonton II, Rossdale
1810- 1813: Near Smoky Lake, Alberta;

1813
1830

-

1830: Rossdale

-

1907: Alberta Legislature grounds.

Flats;

Flats;

At one point the Hudson's Bay

Company London Committee became

Edmonton, that they ordered the
moving Fort Edmonton about, or adopt a new name for each

so confused as to the whereabouts of Fort
traders to, "Stop
location."

The fifth and last Fort Edmonton, was built on the Alberta Legislature
grounds by Chief Factor John Rowand, after the Rossdale Flats location
flooded in 1825 and 1829. Rowand wanted to call the new fort. Fort
Sanspareil (Fort Without Equal), but was overruled by the Hudson's Bay
Company London Committee. Just imagine if the London Committee had
not told Rowand to change the name of the fort back to "Edmonton." The
capital city of Alberta might have been called "Sanspareil."
The archaeology of the fur trade adds fascinating details to the story of
the first Europeans in the region. The archaeological remains are combined
with the available historic documents and photographs to examine the
lifestyles of these traders. Even though the traders kept records, these were
more accounting records than anything else; often they said nothing of the
everyday lives of the employees or what the forts looked like. Some fur trade
companies, such as the Canadian-based North West Company, left few
13

And often the journal entries are so cryptic that they
For example, John MacDonald of Garth's statement
that an XY Company fort was, "on the other side of us," does little to help
identify the exact locations of the forts. The archaeological record is the

written records behind.

obscure the real

facts.

only remaining source of information about these early traders.
All of these forts, and many others along the North Saskatchewan River,
were built on the north river bank. The decision to build on the north bank

was mainly owing to the tensions existing between European fur traders and
the sometimes warlike Plains Indians. The river was a natural barrier and a
means of protecting Europeans somewhat from hostility. In 1800, James
Bird, in charge of Edmonton House, noted that the Blackfoot Indians were
assembling a war party on the opposite bank of the river near the fort.
Nothing ever came of this threat, but the position of the forts along the
river resulted from these occasional tensions between Europeans and the
Plains Indians.

Forts Edmonton/Augustus I
Archaeological investigations have been undertaken at each of the Fort
sites, to varying degrees. In 1967 archaeologists attempted to
establish the location of the first Hudson's Bay Company Fort Edmonton.
Even such an apparently simple

Edmonton

objective

was fraught with

difficulties.

Archaeologists found

sites, and the
documents, although

three fur trade
historic

vague about the precise location
of this post, did indicate that six
fur trading establishments

may

have been constructed on the
north river flats near Fort
Saskatchewan.
Archaeologists uncovered the
remains of a single large building
at

one of the

sites,

consisting of

floor timbers, vertical posts,

and

burned

mud

plaster. Interpretation of,

and

large quantities of

comparison

to,

other fur trade

structural remains, indicates that

the building was constructed
using the common post-inground log building method.
Floor joists rested directly

Mud chinking and building floor joist
remains from Edmonton/Augustus I. Clay
chinking for filling the cracks between
building logs

had

was

very important;

mud

be nearby or else the fort
could not be built (from Kidd, 1987).

sources
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to

on the

on this building
construction method, and the
remains of a Hudson's Bay
earth. Based

"beaver" button, archaeologists
think that this site was the 1795

Hudson's

Bay

Company

Edmonton House

1.

period of European history, consisted of
goods traded to the Plains Indians as well as articles used by the Company
employees. Most articles, such as the glass trade beads, ceramics, clay pipes
and glass containers, had to be shipped up-river from Hudson Bay or from
eastern Canada. The hand-forged nails and metal arrowheads were made by
the fort smithy, Gilbert Laughton.
Stone tools and flakes, similar to those used by Native people for
Artifacts, t3^ical of this early

Eighteenth century fur trade artifacts found at Fort Edmonton/Augustus /.
Can you guess what they are, before reading further? (from Kidd, 1987).

thousands of years, were also found at the site and other areas of the river
flats. They may have been used by Native people at the fort, or they could
be from a former prehistoric camp site and may have been mixed with
European fur trade articles.
{Artifacts in the

above

from top left to bottom right: gun main
arrow head; lead musket ball; lead shot}

illustration are

srping; gunflint; metal trade

Forts Edmonton/Augustus II

Even

and

less is

known

& IV

archaeologically about Forts Edmonton/Augustus
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near or under the Walterdale power plant. Pinpointing the
positions of the forts on the ground, even with the available documentary
data, is very difficult. While the documents clearly show the fort located on
the edge of the river bank, there is no modern reference point to determine
their exact locations. The first map, drawn by David Thompson in 1801,
shows the position of the two forts, and their respective gardens near the
river edge on a flat level plain. There is no scale on Thompson's map, and it
is evident that the bends in the river on the map are not scaled drawings.
This location is believed to be on the present-day Rossdale flats, near the
Walterdale bridge.
Thompson's map and a drawing of the forts in 1813 show the Hudson's
Bay Company and North West Company posts together, separated only by a
IV, located
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fence or palisade.
This construction
pattern was quite

common

during

the early fur trade

period

when

potential hostilities

with the Plains
Indians required
such close relations
the

between
companies

for

even
though they were
defense,

fierce rivals.

Although only
very
limited

archaeological
A

investigations have
sketch of Fort Edmonton/Augustus II

by David Thompson, 1801. The top of the page
(HBCA).

is

north

been conducted at
the site, they do
indicate that parts
of the fort and a

graveyard to the

& IV and human burials

Archaeological remains of Fort Edmonton/Augustus I
beside the palisade pales (Archaeological Survey, PMA).
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west are still intact under approximately a metre of river silts that have been
deposited by flooding. Palisade remnants and human remains have been
uncovered by recent construction on the flats near the Rossdale Power Plant.
One line of palisade pales (stockades of the fort) are of particular interest
because they provide us with a reference point from, which to position the
forts on the flats. The forts ran parallel and perpendicular to the edge of the
north river bank, instead of being oriented to Magnetic North. It is all too
apparent that much of this early part of our fur trade history has been
destroyed.

Fort Edmonton V
became one of the most important fur trade sites west of Fort
Garry. Built by John Rowand, the fort covered a large area of over 10,000
square metres in its heyday. The layout changed considerably through time.
This fort

Archaeologists conducted preliminary investigations at the

site

in 1977. In

1992, the Provincial Museum of Alberta and the University of Alberta began
more extensive investigations that continued through the summer of 1995.

even though the grounds have been disturbed extensively over
archaeological remains are still intact beneath them. The
results of these excavations, together with the available documentary
information, have helped considerably to determine the layout and position
Surprisingly,

the

last century,

of the site

and the

lifestyle of its

occupants.

Analysis of the data gathered from archaeological investigations at Fort

An

early painting of Fort

river flats

below the

Edmonton

fort.

V, c.1870.

Edmonton/Augustus

Note the cemetery and cross on the
and IV may lie immediately east

II

of the cemetery (PAA B.6568).

Edmonton

However, some very interesting facts
and cultural soil layers exposed
in one of the excavation units, what do we learn about the human history
of this site? The site sits on the second highest river terrace. Approximately
1.5 metres below the surface, there are unsorted sands and gravels deposited
will take years to complete.

are already emerging.

Looking

at the natural
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The natural and cultural stratigraphy of the upper
grounds (Archaeological Survey, PMA).

terrace,

by the
them,

Alberta Legislature

and on top
deposited by

glaciers
silts

flooding episodes.
these

silts

there

brown organic

is

On

top of

a thin dark

layer,

known

as a paleosol (buried soil

horizon). This layer was made
by organic materials being
deposited on the ground
surface over thousands of
years.

have
Archaeologists
recovered quartzite stone
flakes, and a stone projectile
point on this organic surface.
Although the stone projectile
point could not be dated,

Evidence of prehistoric campsite beneath the
remains of Fort Edmonton V. A comer-notched
prehistoric projectile point in the
finder,

Larry Rodewolt,

hand of its

who participated

public dig, 1995. (Archaeological Survey,
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in the

PMA).

it

does resemble other dated
prehistoric points found
further north; it is good
evidence that prehistoric
people camped on this high
terrace overlooking the river

perhaps thousands of years before John Rowand erected the first building of
his new Fort Without Equal
On top of this organic layer and prehistoric remains, occur the
archaeological remains of the 1830s Fort Edmonton V. Composed of organic
materials mixed with sand and gravel, these deposits contain thousands of
artifacts and pieces of bone thrown away or lost by the fort employees. Over
the four years of investigations, archaeologists excavated less than 100
square metres of the fort, recovering approximately 55,000 artifacts. An
average of 550 artifacts per square metre was deposited over the 80 years of
fort habitation. Because the fort covers over 10,000 square metres, it is
estimated that there may be more than 5,550,000 artifacts beneath the
Legislature grounds.
Although a lot of refuse was probably lost when it was thrown over the
river bank, the tremendous amount of material left at the site is a good
representation of fur trade material culture. These artifacts are all packed
into about 20 - 30 centimetres of sediments, below the more recent upper
levels consisting of landscape fill brought in after the fort was abandoned.
This fill contains an array of artifacts that reflect our recent culture and
activities on the Legislature grounds - gum and gum wrappers, cigarette
butts, buttons, rings and many plastic things which will become the
archaeological remains for future generations of archaeologists to examine.
Some of the deeper fort features cut through the older, lower sediments
and layers. These include palisades, trenches, cellars, and privies. Palisades
were erected in narrow, one and one-half metre deep trenches called footer
trenches. Archaeologists located footer trenches, representing the west,
north and east palisades, enabling them to determine the precise location of

Footer trenches, marked by the dark stain, for the fort palisade and trenches to
hold the inner partitioning fences (Archaeological Survey, PMA).
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These palisades often blew down and had to be rebuilt during the
Many inner fences were also constructed using smaller
pickets placed in narrow trenches; these fences partitioned the fort residents
from one another and from the livestock. Precise mapping of these trenches
and comparison to the remaining maps of the fort, allow archaeologists to
examine the changes that occurred at the site over its 80 year history.
The archaeological remains and documentary information attest to the
relative importance of Fort Edmonton V in the western Canadian fur trade.
In terms of size, Fort Edmonton was bigger than any other fort in the
Saskatchewan River District. Living space for both its servants and its officers
was considerably greater than at other fur trade posts of the period.
Rowand's Big House was grandiose in size and furnishings, a fact which
according to George Simpson then governor of the Hudson' Bay Company,
impressed the Native people who came to the fort to trade. The
archaeological evidence indicates considerable manpower was spent
rebuilding and repairing the fort, owing to its prominence and importance.
Fort Edmonton reached its largest size by the early 1860s which, to a large
degree, reflected the height of the fur trade in western Canada.
By 1907, the Hudson's Bay Company abandoned Fort Edmonton. The
city of Edmonton occupied two of the large warehouses for a period of time
after this date, turning them into telephone offices. During investigations in
this area of the site, archaeologists exposed the remains of one building and
evidence of its later function as a telephone office. One area contained
thousands of pieces of ceramic insulators used for the telephone systems
and operations. These archaeological remains, and others in the lower river
the

fort.

life

of the fort.

valley, are the physical signs that

mark the end

of the fur trade era

and the

beginnings of settlement, urbanism, and industrialization - all of which
have left an archaeological record.
Do the remains of Fort Edmonton still live on somewhere? Certainly,
the archaeological record beneath the present Legislature grounds will
survive for many more years, and will be available to provide us with
important information about the fort. One of the most common questions
people ask about the fort is, what happened to the remaining buildings
when they were finally torn down in 1915? According to available records,
some of the building timbers were salvaged by Edmontonians who reused
them in other structures. Although Alberta Public Works at the time
promised the citizens of Edmonton that it would store the building timbers
for posterity, this never actually occurred. The remains of Fort Edmonton
were used in private houses in Edmonton, to build a barn near Ellerslie, and
as firewood by residents living on the south side of the river.
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The

large warehouses

on the west side of Fort Edmonton come down,
1915 (CEA EA-10-78).

URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY
Most of us do not connect Edmonton's and Strathcona's urban and
industrial

development with archaeology, since

Edmonton

it is

so recent. However, in

near the old fort, there
exists a rich, yet largely untapped archaeological record from the end of the
nineteenth century and early twentieth century. The fur trade and
prehistoric archaeological records are enormous, in terms of sheer numbers
of artifacts and complexity of structural remains. By comparison, the size
and complexity of the urban archaeological record, and its associated
documents is staggering. The archaeology of urbanism is an exciting
discipline in North America, and the archaeological remains associated with
urban Edmonton present some interesting insights into Edmonton's urban
development. The urban record consists of early settlement plans, industrial
and residential archaeological sites, and major public works.

the

area, particularly in the river valley

Rossdale as an Archaeological Artifact
Archaeologists treat the landscape as an artifact because it has been
modified by humans. The organization and utilization of space by humans
is the product of economic, social and political decisions. The urban
landscape is usually extensively modified in very short periods of time - a
pattern which has some interesting interpretive potential. Take, for
example, the community of Rossdale on the river flats, named after Donald
Ross, a prospector who settled in Edmonton. The flats represent some of the
earliest beginnings of settlement in Edmonton, and were closely connected
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common

and Metis to camp on the
Louis Riel's grandfather, Jean Pierre
Lagimodiere, while employed by the Hudson's Bay Company, settled
somewhere on the river flats. While serving first as the site of the early fur
trade posts, the Hudson's Bay race track, the cemetery, and camping area,
Rossdale eventually contained many residential and commercial enterprises
by the 1880s.
to the early fur trade.
river flats

when

It

was

trading at the

for Indians

fort.

The layout of Rossdale, as in other communities in North America,
became more standardized as the purpose for land acquisition shifted from
individual use to investment and speculation. The first legal survey map,

much of the City into regularly laid out blocks,
including the Rossdale flats. During the fur trade period, prior to extensive
settlement, Rossdale and much of the area surrounding Fort Edmonton
contained an irregular array of pathways and trails connecting to other forts
and to the fort's hinterlands.
Equally visible in Rossdale is the layout of blocks and private properties
relative to the river, maintaining some of the characteristics of an older river
lot system that was very important in other Metis and French Canadian river
communities in Canada. Each piece of land near the river was oriented
roughly perpendicular to the river, ensuring that the owner had river frontage.
River travel, prior to the arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railway line in
Strathcona in 1888, was the major form of transportation in the Canadian
West. The close proximity of lots in Rossdale to the edge of the river, provided
some residents and businessmen with access to this important transportation
link. As the river became less important, these river lots also were valued less,
and eventually eliminated in the new city plan.
compiled in 1885, divided
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Walterdale Flats
To some

located immediately across the
river from Fort Edmonton, are similar to Rossdale; they also contain good
examples of urban archaeological remains. These comprise the Pollard
degree, the Walterdale

flats,

Both the industrial
urban archaeological sites - they
contain high artifact frequencies, cover large areas and often are associated
with architectural and structural remains of immense proportions. All
Brickyards, Bedard Tannery,

and private residences

sites

and

early private residences.

are typical of

factors are the product of urbanism.

The remains of one of the

brick kilns at the Pollard Brickyards eroding out of the

side

of the road (Archaeological Survey, PMA).

The domestic

refuse of the early urban residences is different from
found at the earlier fur trade sites. Access to goods was more restricted
during the fur trade when the Hudson's Bay Company controlled the
shipment of goods inland. This monopoly is quite evident when examining
the ceramic tablewares of the company. By 1830, the Hudson's Bay
Company acquired almost all of its domestic tablewares from the SpodeCopeland Company in England. Its employees had limited opportunity to
acquire other tablewares. At Fort Edmonton, archaeologists have found
primarily Spode-Copeland ceramic patterns. At the later urban sites in the
valley, residents were using many different types of ceramics. They had
greater access to domestic markets than either the Hudson's Bay Company
employees or residents in other parts of Alberta.

refuse

To the west of the Walterdale residential sites lies the Pollard Brickyard
operated by the Pollard Brothers between 1898-1915. The Pollard
brothers supplied bricks for construction of numerous buildings in the
Edmonton area (for example, St. Anthony's and Strathcona Baptist
churches). The archaeological remains of these brickyards are extensive and
have not been thoroughly investigated. The brickyards, as well as other
site,

23

industrial sites dating to the end of the nineteenth century in Rossdale,
Walterdale and Strathcona, are an interesting counterpoint to greater access
to outside markets and articles by the residents of Edmonton. The potential
was there for local industries to develop local markets in the larger urban
settlements, such as Edmonton. The exact impact of local industry on local
markets, however, is unknown. In the case of the Pollard Brothers and local
brick makers, what proportion of their products were used in the
construction of buildings in Edmonton, as opposed to imported bricks?
Investigation of this ratio of local to imported goods in urban centres such
as Edmonton, compared to its hinterlands, requires archaeological samples
and continued research and preservation of early urban sites in the

community.
Relics of early

urban development

Edmonton. Continual disturbance

still lie

buried beneath the streets of

to these areas

endangers

many

archaeological remains related to the early parts of the city. Old
underground water and
sewer
systems
in
Strathcona were sometimes
buried and paved over. A
manhole cover found near
the old bus barns near 83rd

avenue and 103rd street,
dated 1905, is a relic of

some

of Strathcona's

public works.

first

Wooden

water lines which date
back to the turn of the
century, are still used in
some parts of the city and
are only recently being
replaced by modern plastic
lines. All are relics of the

early

growth of Edmonton

and the investment by
The manhole cover found in Old Strathcona,
dated 1905 (Archaeological Survey, PMA).

its

residents into public works.

These

are

the

archaeological remains that

represent Edmonton's

more

recent history.

® A SHORT WALKING TOUR
l-GRANDIN LRT STATION
Grandin LRT Station at 98 Ave and 110th Street.
uppermost terrace of the North Saskatchewan
River. This terrace is dated by bison bones recovered from a five metre thick
section of bedded sands overlying gravel deposits. This section was exposed
during the construction of the underground parking facility for the
Provincial Legislature. The bone yielded conventional C-14 dates of 10,740

The tour begins
Looking south you
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at the

see the

+ 470 and 11,345 + 420 years before present. Because of erosion, only a few
of these very old terraces remain preserved in the valley. The younger, well
preserved terraces are located along the current flood plain and reveal
sediments that span the last 8,000 years. Despite the great age of the upper
terrace, its near-surface deposits contain evidence of more recent camps
when, for example, the Blackfoot came to trade at Fort Edmonton. Two
decades ago, city workers discovered an infant burial in a one metre deep
waterline trench near the Grandin LRT station. Historic fur trade materials
have also been recovered in many areas surrounding the former Fort
Edmonton, including Ezio Faraone Park.

EZIO
From

this

FARAONE PARK -2

vantage point you get a complete panorama of the river

There is a pattern to the location of archaeological sites in the river
based on some very fundamental human needs. Basic requirements
for most prehistoric human habitation include a location that is well
drained and sheltered, relatively flat, and preferably, with a sunny, southern
exposure. To the west, the Victoria park flats possess all these characteristics.
When you look at the opposite bank of the river, see how sloping terrain,
northern exposure, limited drainage and dense tree cover make that side of
the river less desirable for human habitation. The desirable qualities of the
Victoria Park area were also recognized by early Euro-Canadian settlers and,
in 1905, George Sandison built a large brick factory. The clay pit for this

valley.
valley,

industry
range.

is still

visible as a large depression

The North Saskatchewan River winding

behind the golf course driving

its

Workers constructing a scow on the John Walter
Fort

The River
way through Edmonton has

river flats, accross the river

Edmonton

V,

from

1904 (PAA B.6616).
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been the thread linking the people to the land for countless centuries. Once
cut down to its present levels, it exposed seams of coal, clay, gravels and
sands, and gold. Look downriver towards Rossdale; just around the bend of
the river, a major gold dredging operation scoured the gravel bars for gold
prior to the turn of the twentieth century.

It is

reported that four million

was taken from the river by 1894. The gold bearing
portion of the river stretches for 100 hundred miles above and below
Edmonton and occurs primarily on the river gravel bars. On a warm, dry
sunny day in late summer when the river is low and the gravel bars are
exposed, you can still see people panning for gold near Groat Bridge.
The river was also the major source of transportation and shipping
before the railway finally reached Edmonton. First came Native birch bark
canoes, followed by the enormous fur trade brigade canoes. Then came the
York boats, many of which were built at Fort Edmonton. Finally, the large
river steamers paddled up and down the river moving people and supplies.
From this spot, look across the river toward the Kinsmen fieldhouse; there
lie the remains of an old sternwheeler, the City of Edmonton, which still
sticks out of the river when the water is low. This boat was built by John
Walter. John Walter constructed many york boats, scows and sternwheelers
on these flats. Wooden piles, which may be remnants of piers, can also be
seen along the south banks when the waters are low. There were at least four
or five piers on both sides of the river along the Walterdale and Rossdale
dollars in fine gold dust

The remains of the City of Edmonton at low water along the south bank of the
river across

flats.
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from the Alberta Legislature grounds (CEA).
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The High Level Bridge under construction with Fort Edmonton V in the
background, 1912 (PAA B.6596).

High Level Bridge, North End
As Strathcona on the south side of the river and Edmonton on the
north side of the river grew, more transportation connections were needed
and the first bridges were built. From your current vantage point, the High
Level Bridge dominates the view of the river valley. This impressive
structure, built between 1910 - 1913, provided a high level crossing of the
valley to overcome the formidable barrier that the deep river valley posed.
Although the low level bridge was built in 1902, the very first motor car in
Edmonton could not ascend the steep river valley slopes, and a high level
bridge was the only way of ensuring that this new mode of transportation
would be useful. The completion of the High Level Bridge finally concluded
the long standing and vociferous debate over railway supremacy between
the rival centres of Edmonton and Strathcona. It was designed for wheeled
traffic on the bottom deck and rail traffic on the upper deck. At the
insistence of the Mayor of Edmonton, the bridge roadbed was built wide
enough to allow for two hayracks to pass one another. This turned out to be
a visionary move, for it insured that the bridge could accommodate two
lanes of

modern

traffic.

In 1995, the bridge was completely refurbished. During initial planning
for the LRT system, it was hoped that the upper deck of the High Level

bridge could be used. However, metallurgical testing of the bridge
superstructure revealed that the steel was too brittle to withstand the
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LRT and a new bridge was constructed. During
the construction of the LRT bridge, a road cut exposed a profile of the river
floodplain sediments, plainly visible on the south bank of the river.
Along the south bank of the river, there was an extensive industrial

vibrations of the high speed

complex that included the John Walter Lumber Mill, Bedard's Tannery and
Pollard's Brickyard. The road cut mentioned earlier exposed both historic
and prehistoric archaeological deposits on the floodplain. This profile also
reveals a thick, continuous layer of Mazama Ash (deposited by a volcanic
eruption approximately 6,800 years ago) which is plainly visible even at this
distance. Detailed descriptions of the historic remains are presented
elsewhere in this booklet.

View to the south bank of the river, showing
and Beddard Tannery (PAA A.3760).

3

-

FORT

the Pollard Brickyard

EDMONTON V (LEGISLATURE GROUNDS)

The Fort and the Grounds
Proceed to the south Legislature grounds and you are standing on the
Company Edmonton V, built by Chief
Factor John Rowand, in 1830. The Hudson's Bay Company operated Fort
Edmonton until 1907 and in 1915, shortly after the completion of the
Legislature Building, the fort was demolished.
There is virtually no sign that a large fur trade post, employing nearly
150 people, once stood on this beautiful location. Using photographs,
historic maps and archaeological remains, we will briefly walk the grounds
to determine where the fort and its buildings once stood. First, walk to the
northwest corner of the fort. This spot is located along the sidewalk above
and northwest of the lawn bowling green and is now marked by a bronze
site

of the last of the Hudson's Bay

plaque.

The plaque shows the plan of the fort as it looked in the 1860s at the
height of the western fur trade, and its location relative to the lawn bowling
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The

location of Fort Edmonton

V on

the Alberta Legislature grounds at

its

peak,

1860s.

Blockhouses were a

common form of

defense at fur trade forts in the west.

This photograph

is

of the southwest

blockhouse at Fort Edmonton V, and

some of the buildings
This comer

inside the fort.

near the edge of the road
coming up from the Royal Glenora Club.
is

From where you

are standing at the

northwest comer of the
the

fort, look toward
High Level Bridge to find the position
of this comer (R.C.M.P. Museum).

North Palisade footer trench and wooden
palisade pales intact in the trench

fill.
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green and skating rink. From this point the fort remains run toward the
skating rink and cover all of the lawn bowling green and most of the rink.
This enormous area did not even enclose all buildings belonging to the

Company.
Using old maps and photographs to guide them, archaeologists found
the west and the north fort palisade footer trenches, that were about 50
centimetres wide and 1.5 metres deep; in places they still contained old
rotted palisade posts. In dry periods, if you look down the line of the north
wall of the fort toward the southeast corner of the skating rink, you will
notice that the ground is slightly depressed and the grass grows better in
this area.

changed continually throughout its history. The earliest known
compiled by English Royal Engineers in 1846, shows that it
was much smaller and perhaps positioned differently on the grounds. If the
northeast corner of the fort was in the same location as the 1860s fort, then
the west point of the fort would have only reached slightly past the west
edge of the lawn bowling green, near the lawn bowling club house.

The

map

fort

of the

fort,

Fort Edmonton,

A

later

1846 (HBCA G. 1/192).

plan of the fort shows what buildings were

relationship to the Legislature Building. There was

no

left

in 1913

and

their

palisade, only a small

was placed in the original palisade trench. This may also be
the plan that was used to place the National Historic Sites cairn on the
northeast corner of the fort, since on this map, the corner is very close to
picket fence that

that position.
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1902 photograph showing Richard Hardisty's Big House (on the far right side of
the photograph) on the hill overlooking Fort Edmonton V (PAA B.6588).

Because of the extensive
disturbance to the Legislature
grounds since the fort was
dismantled, shallow building

remains

were

nearly

all

destroyed. All that remain are
cellars, privies, and the footer

trenches for the fort palisades.

you walk out behind the
lawn bowling club house on
If

the west side near the roadway,
there is a slight depression in
the road where the remains of
a large cellar from the west

warehouse were uncovered.
Other wood remains related to
this warehouse were also
identified near the club house.

They represent the wood
building foundations that once
supported these very large
warehouses, which later

became telephone

offices for

the City of Edmonton.

Extensive archaeological
remains were also found near
the southwest corner of the
skating rink, by the water
fountain along the road. In this
spot were the married men's

quarters and

some working

A

sketch of Fort

years,

Edmonton

1913. The fort

is

V during its

smaller

no more

and

final

there are

fortifications (CEA).
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such as the cooperage
and boat building area. Some
of the highest densities of
areas,

artifacts

were recovered there.

In the southwest corner of the
skating rink, hundreds of clay

pipe stems and bowls were
found in the picket fence
trench fill. These clay pipes,

known as cutties, were smoked
by the men when working at
the fort. Since this was a
working area for many years, it
is not surprising to find such
high numbers of one of the

most common, and most
fragile, fur trade artifacts. If

you walk

to the southeast
corner of the skating rink, you
are very close to the east wall
and northeast corner of the
fort.

From this vantage point,
look up toward the east annex of the Legislature Building and examine the
1902 photograph on the previous page. Chief Factor Richard Hardisty built
his new Big House in approximately 1874 somewhere near this spot. This
move outside of the protection of the fort walls was quite remarkable for the
time period, since tensions between the traders and Native groups still
occasionally occurred. It is uncertain whether any archaeological remains
are preserved from these buildings or activities, due to their close proximity
to the Legislature Building.

How Archaeologists See Beneath

the

Ground

Archaeologists apply methods from other disciplines to see what is
beneath the surface of the ground. Some methods, such as walking over a
site holding two copper coat hangers like dowsing rods or employing
psychics to find remains, have no sound scientific basis. Other methods,
such as ground penetrating radar and magnetometers are borrowed from
geophysicists to see beneath the ground surface. Both methods were
employed on the Fort Edmonton site and on the Rossdale flats to find
certain types of archaeological remains.
Here is an image of what the ground penetrating radar saw when it was
dragged over the north palisade line of Fort Edmonton. Ground penetrating
radar sends radio pulses into the ground to measure electrical ground
conductivity; these pulses return as echoes. Notice that when the instrument
passed over the palisade trench and a recent water line trench, the resistance
or conductivity of the ground was different, sending back a different echo.
These echoes are then drawn on paper and show the position of the fort
palisade trench. Sometimes, however, thes graphs are difficult to interpret.
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The ground beneath the Alberta Legislature grounds, near the north palisade,
as seen by ground penetrating radar.

100
Bowiing Green

Skating Rink

An example

of a magnetometer contour map, showing degrees of magnetism on the
show high degrees of magnetism
caused by electrical lights around the lawn bowling green and the skating rink.
(Courtesy of Dr. Edo Nyland, Dept, of Physics, University of Alberta).
Alberta Legislature grounds. The dark areas

Total field proton magnetometers can also look beneath the ground.
Geophysicists, from the University of Alberta, conducted an intensive
survey over the Legislature grounds to measure differences in the
susceptibility of materials beneath the ground to retain some of the earth's

magnetism. Some objects or substrates, such as iron oxide, would have a
high degree of magnetism. These differences in magnetism beneath the
Legislature grounds are transferred into maps such as the one above
showing where high magnetic anomolies occur. Some anomolies are related
to fur trade archaeological remains; others are the product of recent events.

Over the River Bank
Unfortunately, parts of Fort Edmonton have been destroyed by later
construction of the Power Plant and, possibly, the Canadian Northern
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Railway line built in 1908. If you look over the edge of the bank, west of the
Power Plant, you can still make out the railway bed. Some of the historic
photographs also show York boats landing just beneath the fort. The men
had to unload the goods and move them up this steep slope to the fort. This
is likely one of the chief reasons why the traders initially built their forts on
the lower river flats, which lessened the burden of moving goods to the
forts.

4- ROSSDALE FLATS
Rossdale Flats contain a variety of archaeological
largely obscured or partially destroyed. This

is

sites

which

are

now

certainly true of the early

of Rossdale. Prominent among these sites are the early Forts
Edmonton/Augustus, the Fort cemetery, and other activity areas associated
with the later Fort Edmonton V. Native people also camped on the flats

community

when visiting

Fort

Edmonton.

Archaeological remains of palisade posts of the west walls of the early
forts occur immediately east of the Walterdale Bridge. Thus, most of these
fort remains now lie in the vicinity of the power plant. An 1870 painting of
this area indicates that it was then used as a crop field by the Hudson's Bay

Company.

The layout of the North West Company and Hudson's Bay Company Forts
Edmonton/Augustus IV, 1814. If the west palisade of the North West Company
fort lies immediately east of the bridge and road, then most of the fort now lies
beneath the power plant. The north & south palisade is approximately 111 metres
long. North is at the top of the page (HBCA).

36

The Rossdale

flats

during the latter half of the nineteenth century with Fort

Edmonton V on top of the hill. The York boat and Red River cart were the major
modes of transportation and movement of supplies in the Canadian west
(GA NA 1408-4).

The 1870 painting also shows that this area of the flats contains a major
cemetery, perhaps established as early as during the occupation of Fort
Edmonton/Augustus II and IV; it was used until the late nineteenth century.
The cemetery is located immediately west of the old forts, beneath the
intersection of 105th street and River Valley Road. There are over 200 EuroCanadian and Native interments in this area. Although some of the
interments were relocated, the majority are buried beneath a metre thick
layer of river alluvium and construction fill. Occasional, deep excavations
for road repair and utilities installations have revealed unmarked burials.
Archaeologists also used ground penetrating radar in the cemetery area
to locate burials so that they could be avoided by future construction. There
were several interesting anomalies between one and two metres below the
ground surface. Presently archaeologists have not conducted ground
truthing of these radar anomalies. In addition to the numerous human
burials encountered in this area, excavation crews have also found wooden
posts, historic trade goods and prehistoric stone tools.
At some later date, the Hudson's Bay Company established a horse race
track immediately behind the power plant near the present day ball
stadium. Parts of the track can be seen in a 1905 photograph taken behind
the power plant, but it is not recorded on any maps of the flats prior to this
date.

WALTERDALE FLATS

-5

Crossing the 105th Street Bridge, you arrive on the Walterdale flats,
named for John Walter. John Walter was an Orkneyman, who worked as a
boat builder for the HBC between 1870 and 1875 before beginning his own
business on the south bank of the river. Walter's enterprises included
lumber milling, blacksmithing, coal mining, a general store, and telegraph
1

i
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The great flood of 1915, showing Walterdale

flats

under several metres of water.

Floods such as these deposit sediments on the lower river terraces, covering former

ground surfaces and

artifacts

(CEA E-10-892).

office as well as boat building. A natural ford in the river (just upstream
from the 105th Street Bridge) was the foundation for Walter's ferry service. If
you look in the bushes near the river edge on the west side of the bridge,
you will see the remains of an old ferry. Until recently, the remains of a
York boat constructed by Walter also lay near the river bank.
When the river is low, the skeleton remains of an old sternwheeler. The
City of Edmonton, poke out of the water on south side of the river. John
Walter constructed and used this stern wheeler, complete with dance floor
and a band, at the turn of the century for Saturday evening excursions on
the river; the 50 cent sternwheeler tour was very popular. Modern
entrepreneurs are now attempting to revive this romantic era and have

recently constructed a replica sternwheeler (complete with Casino) for use

on the North Saskatchewan

John Walter was Edmonton's first
was legendary. He was instrumental in
the amalgamation of Edmonton and Strathcona before he died of
complications following an appendicitis operation in 1920.
Several of John Walter's residences have been preserved although most
of his empire was destroyed in the great flood of 1915, when several metres
of water washed over the flats. These former residences were moved to their
present location, immediately west of the Walterdale Bridge, and are now
used as interpretive centres by the City of Edmonton Parks and Recreation
Department. Tours of the buildings are available to the public on Sunday
afternoons, between 1:00 and 4:00 PM.
Prehistoric site deposits were discovered during the construction of the
millionaire

and

River.

his business success

nearby Kinsmen Sports Centre. Test excavations in the area of the parking
lot revealed a few scattered stone tools in alluvial deposits. The age and
affiliation of these remains could not be determined, although they were
clearly prehistoric given the depth of burial.
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LRT^ HIGH LEVEL BRIDGE (SOUTH END)-

6

High Level and LRT bridges contains an array of well
preserved archaeological sites. If you walk down to the river bank along a
cut made to construct the LRT bridge, or look down from the High Level
Bridge to the south bank to your right, you will see a large exposed face of
the river bank. It contains numerous, well defined layers. Every year as the
river erodes the banks, parts of archaeological sites are washed away and
lost. Inspection of the flood plain sediments reveals bone scraps combined
with ash and charcoal from both historic and prehistoric occupations. The

The

area near the

flood plain sediments also reveal another ash deposit, a volcanic ash fall
that covered a vast area of northwestern North America about 6,800 years
ago.

River floodplain profile showing the 6,850 year old

Mazama

ash layer covered by

successive layers of sediments deposited by flooding episodes.

The massive eruption of Mount Mazama was about 10 times the
magnitude of Mount St. Helen's in 1981 and has given archaeology a
valuable dating technique. Archaeological remains found below the ash
deposit are older than 6,800 years and those above the ash are younger. The
Mazama ash exposed near the south abutment of the LRT bridge is part of a
layer cake of sediments. These layers contain the most recent (A.D. 1915)
flood events and those that occurred well before the Mazama ash fall. When
you touch the layers below the ash, you are reaching back more than 7,000
years into the past.
Prior to the construction of the High Level Bridge, this portion of the
south bank of the river was the scene of several bustling industries. Some of
the remains from these enterprises are now visible between the High Level
and LRT bridges. If you search carefully, you will find building cellar
depressions, chimney foundations, trash deposits, brick kilns and borrow
pits. These features relate to Firmin Bedard's Tannery (1895-1915) and Frank

and John

Pollard's Brickyard (1898-1915).

Many

of the early immigrants to the

Edmonton

area were originally
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drawn by the

lure of northern gold fields, but they found another form of
gold that persuaded them to put down roots in Edmonton. Clay seems an
unlikely substitute for gold, but these early entrepreneurs recognized that
the growing community would need bricks. The river valley clays and
nearby coal seams provided the necessary ingredients for a brick

manufacturing industry.
The most obvious feature here, related to brick making, is the huge
borrow pit from the Pollard Brickyard. The clay from this pit was dug by
hand and ramped out of the pit. The clay was then molded into bricks and
fired in long linear kilns running perpendicular to the river. Brick from the
plant was used to construct several local churches, including Holy Trinity
(10037 - 84 Ave), Strathcona Baptist (8318 - 104 St.) and St. Anthonys
(10661 - 82 Ave). The Pollard's built a two story brick mansion adjacent to
the plant.

Large borrow hole on south river bank behind the Pollard Brickyard.

Brick fragments are scattered over a wide area on the flats, and
exposures in the river bank reveal dumps of brick debris and profiles of the
former brick kilns. On the north side of the road running west from the LRT
bridge ramp there are several linear brick kiln structures. If you look along
the top of the river bank between the High Level and LRT bridges, you can
see cellar depressions and a chimney base. All of the industrial enterprises in
this area, and elsewhere in the valley, were heavily damaged and ultimately
closed as a result of the devastating flood of 1915. The alluvium from this
flood can be seen at the very top of the river bank profile.

7-

ROYAL GLENORA SPORTS FACILITY AREA

The Royal Glenora Sports Pacility presently dominates the flats below
Ezio Faraone park. Somewhere near, or beneath this complex are the
remains of a lumber and grist mill and an early brewery. The lumber and
grist mill was operated by the Hudson's Bay Company between 1830 and
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View

to the north

bank of the

river

and

the old grist mill

and lumber yard, below
(PAA B.6571).

the fort, C.1884

1885, when it was destroyed by fire. Sometime after the fire, a brewery was
established on the same location. The name of the owner is uncertain, but

some people believe John Walter was a major investor. The brewery
buildings were abandoned shortly after the turn of the century. For fifty
and were used by the market
gardeners who farmed the river flats. The road, leading from the Royal
Glenora Club to the south end of the Legislature grounds, is already evident
in a photograph from the 1870s.
If you are energetic, climb the set of stairs by the LRT line near
the
Royal Glenora Club, until you are at the same level as the LRT line. Then,
you will be standing on the Great Northern railway bed. You can see it
running along the ridge a short ways toward the west.
years the brewery buildings remained standing

-

This concludes the short tour of archaeological

and

historic sites.

TH E LONC WALKING TOUR ®
The following locations can be added
a longer walking tour,

The

ending

to the ones

at the Provincial

you already

Museum

visited for

of Alberta.

the river flats along River Valley Road were legally surveyed
you walk along the flats, you are crossing various properties that
were never owned by early Edmontonians.
rest of

in 1885. As
likely

VICTORIA PARK -8
At the turn of the century Native people camped on Victoria flats when
they came to trade at the Hudson's Bay Company post. The Victoria Park
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Parts of the Victoria River flats

flats also

1885

legal survey

and HBC Fort Edmonton

V (CEA).

witnessed industrial and agricultural development at the turn of

the century. Historic archaeological

The Sandison Brickyard was

sites are still visible

originally established

on

on

this landscape.

the current

site

of the

Mayfair Golf Club in 1902. In 1905 George Sandison established a larger plant in
the vicinity of the present day Victoria Golf course. The large depression or clay pit
for this plant

wagon up

is

visible

Brickyard

on the

Road - a

the south end of 121st

the

Edmonton

Brick

golf course's 7th fairway.

section of which

Street.

The

bricks

were hauled by

top of the valley near
Sandison's enterprise was eventually taken over by

Company which

is

visible at the

operated from 1905

-

1914. Maintenance

workers at the Victoria Golf Course occasionally encounter brick fragments on the
manicured fairways. When workers were digging the Sandison clay pit in 1905 they

found
of the

many bones and stone tools buried in the clay deposits, the
many deeply buried archaeological sites on the Victoria flats.

Sandison Brickyards on Victoria
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flats,

1905 (GA

NA

132864389).

remains of one

Picnic on Victoria

flats,

1911 (CEA EA-407-4).

GOVERNMENT HOUSE

PARK - 9
The Government House Park location is also a good prospect for finding
archaeological sites. The park and Groat Ravine were favorite recreation
areas at the turn of the twentieth century. If you look carefully in the ravine
you can find Chinese perennial vegetables growing that were once part of a
market garden that covered most of the Victoria flats, including the area
near the north end of Groat Bridge. The construction of Groat Bridge, other
roadways and the expansion of Government House Park have profoundly
affected the appearance of Groat Ravine. Still, amidst all of this change,
there are small portions of the ravine which remain intact. The south facing,

would have supported a variety of plant and
animal species, and the presence of a creek flowing into the river would
have ensured ready access to fresh water and good fishing. For
level terrain of the ravine

archaeologists, the area

is

ideal for discovering ancient sites, particularly

and creek would have deposited sediments to
bury and preserve archaeological sites in the ravine. If you were an
archaeologist, what area in the park would you think held the most promise
of preserving an archaeological site?
since flood waters of the river

GOVERNMENT HOUSE

-

10

The high terrace overlooking the North Saskatchewan River on the
grounds of Government House also has a high potential for containing
prehistoric archaeological remains. Although intensive archaeological
investigations have yet to be conducted on the grounds, archaeologists have
found quartzite flakes near the edge of the terrace. More extensive
archaeological remains likely exist.
As you turn to walk toward the Provincial

Museum of Alberta, you will
immediately notice one of the most magnificent buildings in AlbertaGovernment House. Built in 1913, this famous building and the grounds
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Ladies on parade in Groat Park, 1913 (GA

NA

1328 64573).

surrounding it, contain archaeological remains associated with
throughout the years.
-

its

changes

This concludes the long walking tour of archaeological and historic

sites.

©THEINNERTOUR PROVINCIAL MUSEUM
now

complete. You can continue to learn
human and natural history
galleries of the Provincial Museum of Alberta. In the museum, you will see
many parts of Alberta. You will gain a greater appreciation of how
Edmonton's archaeological and historic sites relate to the rest of the
province's history. The galleries contain exhibits describing and showing
artifacts from Native and European history. Use the first sections of this
booklet as a guide and general reference for viewing the history and
archaeology of the province. Compare the archaeology of the Greater
Edmonton Area to other parts of Alberta.
The new Syncrude Canada Aborignal Peoples Gallery opens in 1997. It
contains artifacts and describes archaeological sites from the Greater
Edmonton Area, but also elsewhere in Alberta. Dioramas, such as the PaleoIndian hunting scene in southern Alberta, provide you with information
about the early human occupation of Alberta. Come and see the new gallery
being constructed and, examine how Edmonton's Native prehistory fits into
the broader Alberta picture.

Your outside walking tour

more about Alberta by
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is

strolling

through the

Fletcher

Diorama, Provincial Museum of Alberta.

An

artist's early

conception of an

approximately 9,000 year old hunting scene in southern Alberta. Compare this
drawing to the final diorama to see what changes were made
(Archaeological Survey,

BIKING

PMA).

DRIVING TOUR

O

There are several archaeological sites, shown on the map on the inside
which you can visit by bicycle or by car. By visiting them and
reading about them in this booklet, you will experience what it must have
been like to camp, for example, on some of the higher hills in the area.
From the tops of those hills, you will appreciate why Native people selected
these spots. It is only by being there that you can fully appreciate their
front cover,

significance.

EDMONTON'S KAMES AND THEIR HISTORYMany

of the

kames on the south

11

side of the river contain prehistoric

remains. These relatively steep-sided hills are found as isolated mounds in
Edmonton but occur in clusters west of Edmonton in the Lake Wabamun
area. They were formed when glacial ice stagnated in the Edmonton area,
allowing sediments to collect in openings between the ice. One of the most
remarkable characteristics of these high hills is that humans periodically
camped or lived on top of them for centuries. Unfortunately, on nearly
every one of these hills, there has been significant development destroying
most of the archaeological remains. An amateur archaeologist found a
projectile point, bone fragments and stone flakes on the kame along
Whitemud Freeway and Calgary Trail South. Although it could not be dated,
the projectile point resembles some of the Early Prehistoric points found
elsewhere in Alberta.

You can
Pleasantview

take 106th street to the Pleasantview Cemetery Hill.
hill, the hill along Calgary Trail is quite visible.

From the

45

The Prosser Site
you are in the Riverbend area, walk to the top of the kame with the
park on it, just off Riverbend Road and Rabbit Hill Road, and take a
look around you. The view is spectacular! Can you see other high points or
kames near you? Can you see the kames near the Whitemud Freeway and
Calgary Trail? If you look south there is another high hill approximately one
kilometre away. Prehistoric people used these high places to watch the
surrounding countryside for game. The kame upper sediments do not
contain many rocks and thus, unlike the river valley edges, people did not
visit them to gather raw materials for making stone tools.
The Riverbend kame also contained a very large archaeological site - the
Prosser Site, reported to the Alberta Government by amateur archaeologist,
Ted Prosser. From limited excavations, archaeologists recovered
approximately 1,700 prehistoric artifacts deposited in approximately 40
centimetres of soil. Here Native people resharpened their stone tools which
were made from quartzite, chert, petrified wood and mudstone. Unlike the
deposits in the river valley, there were no clear layers or stratigraphy at the
Prosser site. Artifacts made and used by people thousands of years apart were
often mixed together, because there was less soil deposition, the site had
been plowed and there were numerous rodent burrows. Compare the
stratigraphic profile of the Prosser site to the one exposed near the LRT
Bridge in the North Saskatchewan River valley. If you had to keep artifacts
If

little

layers separate, which site would you prefer to dig at?
Despite the poor stratigraphic separation of artifacts from different time
periods, the archaeological evidence from the Prosser site is still very

and
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stratigraphy at the Prosser

I

I

“

valuable.

Oxbow

points (4,600

Site.

Note the poorly defined

layers at this site

-

3,000 years before present.),
McKean points (4,000 - 2,500
years before present), and points
from the Late Prehistoric Period
(1,750 - 225 years before present)
were found at the site. Thus, we
can conclude that Native people

camped

itermittantly

on the

hill

for nearly 5,000 years.
1

I

Native
people
camped
elsewhere in Riverbend, near
these

hills.

There are

I

archaeological

many

other

in

the

sites

j
‘

!

surrounding area. While the
Prosser site is large and was used
for over a long span of prehistory,
the surrounding smaller sites were

I

,

I

]

ii

i

i

used

less often for different
purposes. Some archaeologists
think that Prosser was a lookout
point and temporary camp used
by hunters to watch the
movements of animals in the
valley. This is based on two major
points: 1) Prosser's unique
geographic location; and, 2) the
types of tools and flakes found at

the
;

'

i

site.

The

site is

located at the

beginning of a narrow funnel into
Riverbend where, because of
geographical constraints, herd

Stone projectile point found by amateur
archaeologist on hill near Calgary Trail

South

& Whitemud Freeway.
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animals such as bison were more concentrated and, thus, more easily
hunted. There was a greater abundance of tool finishing and resharpening
flakes and broken projectile points at the Prosser site than at other sites such
as the Strathcona archaeological site.

M SASKATCHEWAN
-

The high

river terrace,

DRIVE ^ FOX DRIVE

where Saskatchewan Drive and Fox Drive meet,

overlooking the Whitemud stables in the valley, is similar to the setting of
the Strathcona archaeological site. It faces west and south along the terrace
edge. At one time the ravine now containing Fox Drive may have contained
water. When you visit this location you will get a magnificent view west of
the North Saskatchewan River Valley.
Archaeologists think that an archaeological site exists along this terrace
edge. Quartzite flakes from tool making or maintenance lie along the paths
near the edges of the terrace. Eventually, archaeologists may test the area to
determine how extensive these archaeological remains might be. This site
will add yet another bit of information to the growing data base about the
human history of the area.

Strathcona archaelolgical

site.

This marks the end of the tour of archaeological sites in the west and central
We will now journey to the east side of Edmonton and continue

part of Edmonton.
to

13

examine prehistoric and historic archaeological sites that occur along the banks
of the North Saskatchewan River, as far as Fort Saskatchewan.
-

STRATHCONA ARCHAEOLOGICAL

SITE

This site is located across the river from Rundle Park, on the high terrace
in Strathcona Science Park and has been extensively excavated. It was once
interpreted to the public as part of the Strathcona Science Park, but is now
closed and inaccessible. The Strathcona site location is similar to other
prehistoric sites in the Edmonton region. You will notice that it sticks out
on a bit of a point overlooking the North Saskatchewan River Valley on the
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!|

I

PELICAN LAKE

BESANT

AVONLEA
'"sfoE-^

NOTCHED

NOTCHED

Middle and Late Prehistoric Period points recovered form the Strathcona

site.

a steep ravine/gully on the west side which may have
contained water. The site has good exposure to the southwest, which made
it a very favorable camping spot. The existing portion of the site is only
about 10% of the original site, which went to 17th Street.
All available evidence indicates that the Strathcona site was first
occupied during the Middle Prehistoric Period, possibly as early as 5,000
years ago. Archaeologists have recovered Oxbow, McKean, Duncan, Hanna,
Pelican Lake, and Late Prehistoric (Besant, Avonlea, side-notched points)
projectile points from the site. Unfortunately, the soil deposition at this site
is similar to the Prosser site. All artifacts are deposited in about 50 - 75
centimetres of matrix. Although the projectile points seem to lie in the
correct vertical order - that is, the oldest points occurring in the lowest
deposits and the most recent points found near the ground surface - very
little soil separates them. Because the site lies on top of a high terrace, there
was no flooding to deposit sediments to separate each occupation.
In the lower cultural levels, archaeologists found remains of an ancient
hearth. It was a shallow depression in the ground that contained dark
organic earth. A large cluster of fire-broken rock, a hammerstone and stone
flakes mark a place where Native people made stone tools. Although animal
bones are relatively sparse, the remains of a complete bison mandible, along
with other animal bones, allow archaeologists to reconstruct human diet.

north side and
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Archaeological
investigations at the
site
have yielded
thousands of artifacts,
the majority being
stone
flakes
and

shatter. A few one
metre square units

contained 600

stone

-

2,000

artifacts,

primarily stone flakes.

Quartzite dominates
the assemblage. The

contains
a
of stone
tools,
including
site

diversity

bifaces,
scrapers,

unifaces,
projectile

and
hammerstones. The

points

recovery of cordmarked pottery and a
microblade core from
site is rare at such
central Alberta sites.

the

The
Location and layout of the Strathcona archaeological
site (from Ives, 1985).

pottery

cord-marked
appeared

during

the

Late

and
found throughout
central and southern
Prehistoric Period

is

Alberta, occurring less

frequently in central
The
Alberta.
microblade core was

made from
wood.

It

silicified

represents a

very
specialized
technology whereby a
piece of stone is
carefully prepared so
that

small,

narrow

stone blades can be
removed from it. More
blades with more
cutting edge can be
Cord marked pottery, Strathcona archaeological site.
Note the decoration on the pottery (from Ives, 1985).
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removed from

this
It,
core.
therefore, represents a

type

of

efficient use of raw material than other stone tool making techniques.
Archaeologists have extensively studied the thousands of stone flakes
from this site to determine the methods Native people used to make their
stone tools. By piecing together the fractured stones and by conducting

more

experiments, these seemingly useless stone flakes from the Strathcona site
can be an important source of information about stone tool manufacture.
One of the questions surrounding the Strathcona site is its specific
function or use. Archaeologists first thought that the site functioned solely
as a lithic quarry source. If you examine the banks below the site, there are
good exposures of quartzite cobbles, mudstone, and silicified wood.
Certainly, this is one reason why people came to the site. Archaeologists still
don't clearly understand whether Native people visited Strathcona solely to
collect good rocks for tool making or, if while they were in the area hunting
or gathering, they would then take the opportunity to collect raw materials
for stone tool making at the site.

FORT SASKATCHEWAN,

NORTH WEST MOUNTED

-

14

POLICE FORCE

In 1874, the North West Mounted Police established forts in southern and
central Alberta. Initially, the police wanted to build their northern fort

from Fort Edmonton V, but this plan was never carried out. The force
decided to construct their new post (at the site of the old correctional
institute) on the south bank of the North Saskatchewan River, in Fort
Saskatchewan. In 1885, the defensive works at Fort Saskatchewan were
strengthened and manpower was increased. The fort became the
headquarters for the
across

force's "G" division.
This division patrolled
a vast northern area as

away
Simpson
far

as

Fort

and

Chesterfield
Inlet,
N.W.T.
W.A. Griesbach,
son of Superintendent
A.H. Greisbach who
commanded the fort
for 17 years, describes

what

Fort

Saskatchewan looked
like:

"The quarters and
stables were built of

squared framed pine
timbers with shingle
roof and board floors

and whitewashed.
The shingles were

position of Fort Saskatchewan relative to the old

Correctional Institute buildings

.
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map of the Fort Saskatchewan area, showing the location
Saskatchewan and Fort Edmonton/Augustus I.

Recent

ofN.WM.P.

Fort

made by hand. The quarters were
a storey and a half high. The
had a large hayloft. Cookhouse and guard-room and shops
were built of undressed logs, one
storey high, with mud roofs. The
main gate had a heavy timber
door in two leaves. The chimneys
were metal stovepipes. The
stockade was of peeled logs from
ten inches to sixteen inches in

stable

diameter, dressed to face

and

fit

each other, and was built ten feet

above ground and

five feet in the

ground. The bastion, with a timber
roof'.

Palisade footer trench

and wooden pales

indicate where the fort walls were

positioned. Note the similarities in

construction of the fort's walls to those of

Fort Edmonton.
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Griesbach also drew a plan of
Unfortunately,
the
fort.
Fort
of
the
construction
Correctional
Saskatchewan
Institute destroyed much of the
archaeological remains of the

1

'

original fort. Surprisingly though, archaeologists

have found the remains of

palisade footer trenches and palisade pales still intact to allow them to
position the post, relative to present correctional institute buildings and the
1914 R.N.W.M.P. buildings. An assortment of artifacts have also been
recovered from garbage dumps located at the site.
There is virtually no physical evidence on the surface of the ground to
show you that there was once a N.W.M.P. post at this site. These are the

kinds of situations that archaeologists are constantly faced with. Using the
available documents and finding physical remains associated with the fort,
they must pinpoint the location of a site or feature on the ground. You can
be an archaeologist at this site. With this map of the original post's position,
try to figure out where the boundaries of the fort were located, and where
the officers and the men once lived on the grounds.

FORT EDMONTON/AUOUSTUS
(1795-1801)

I

-

15

AREA

This area, where the traders built the first Fort Edmonton/ Augustus, has
and varied history. As you drive down the road along the stretch of
river between the Highway 15 bridge crossing and the Sturgeon River, look
at the layout of the fields and roads relative to the river. Notice that the
fields all run to the edge of the river and are not oriented to the current land
a rich

grid survey system. This
parts of Alberta

(St.

is

the old river lot system, established in various

Albert, Victoria, Fort Vermilion) during the nineteenth

owner had access to the river, which was the focal point
and the fertile land further back from it.
You can see from some of the names of the owners on the River Lot
map, that French Canadians settled along the flats during the 1870's. The
Lamoureux brothers may have first claimed some of the river flats in 1873.
If you look on a recent county map of the area, their descendants still own
some parcels along the north bank of the river. Jean d'Artigue, one of the
original members of the N.W.M.P., owned the lot that Theophile
Lamoureux later claimed.
At River Lot Number 8, you will find a National Historic Sites cairn on
the south side of the road. The cairn does not mark the location of any
particular fort. According to the fur trade documents, the Hudson's Bay
Company, North West Company, XY Company, Ogilvy and Company, the
"Grants", and "Francois Beaubien" all built posts somewhere in this vicinity

century. Each land
of transportation,

during the

late

Some of the fur trade sites that were not
on the ground surface. You can still see
building cellars, large mounds of stone which mark

eighteenth century.

cultivated are often quite visible
large depressions of

collapsed fireplaces of buildings and, sometimes, linear depressions that
footer trenches or palisade lines.
There is still some doubt as to which of the different localities in the
field below you belongs to which particular fur trade enterprise.
Archaeologists believe that the fort sites are scattered along a two and onehalf mile stretch of the North Saskatchewan river, west of Sturgeon River. In
any case, these river lots were inhabited throughout the nineteenth century
by settlers, who built log structures similar to those of the fur traders.
Although there are subtle differences in construction between these later

mark
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Survey of 1878 of the Riverlot system of Fort Saskatchewan. Compare
more recent map above to see what changes there are

it

to the

(Dept, of Highways, Edmonton).

buildings and those of the early fur trade forts, archaeologists have not
thoroughly excavated the sites to recover enough information to sort them
out chronologically. The early posts were surrounded by palisades. The
buildings were made using a post-in-ground log construction method as
opposed to a post-on-sill method used to construct later log buildings in
Alberta.
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"

This illustration shows the wall of a log building, illustrating the difference
between a post-in-ground and post-on-sill building construction method. The
former log construction technique was used between 1788 - 1820s, and then
replaced by the post-on-sill construction method. How can each construction

method be

identified

from the archaeological record?

you were an archaeologist, trying to sort out where each company
on the flats, and how long they stayed there, here are the facts that
you would have to work with. See if you can make any solid conclusions
If

built

without doing additional archaeology:
1.

Duncan

Augustus was

McGillivray, North

West Company

clerk, stated that Fort

built, "...on a spot called the Forks, being the termination

of an

extensive plain contained between the two Branches of this River."
2. According to the Hudson's Bay Company's Peter Fidler, "Edmonton
House was built approximately one mile upstream from the mouth of the Sturgeon

River.
3. John McDonald of Garth, North West Company, noted that the
"Hudson's Bay and North West Company posts were a musket shot apart from
one another.
4. William Tomison, chief trader of Edmonton House, stated that the
Blackfoot and Blood might go "below" to the North West Company to trade.
5. John McDonald of Garth stated that the XY Company built, "on the

other side of us."
-

This concludes the archaeological guide and tour of the

Edmonton

area.
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T

he Hudson's Bay Company put Edmonton on
the map over 200 years ago in 1795 when
it built Edmonton House, Edmonton's first
permanent settlement and trading post for the first
inhabitants who hunted and fished along the North
Saskatchewan River. On October 8, 1904, Edmonton
was incorporated as a city.

1

There are four Historical Walking Tours of
Downtown Edmonton in this booklet. They can
be followed individually or in sequence.

Tour I
Tour II

Heritage Trail
Jasper West and
Warehouse
District
Tour III Downtown and
Rice Howard Way
Tour IV Jasper East

Fort Edmonton, 1871. (CEA EA-128-3)

B

ackground historical information appears at
the beginning of the booklet, and a general
introduction and a route map precede each of
the tours. Historical connections between
buildings are noted in the text. Wherever
possible, buildings are referred to by their
original name, or by the name of the original
occupant or the most prominent occupant.
Oftentimes these do not correspond to their
current owners or occupants.
Please note that some of the buildings on these
tours are privately owned and ought to be
viewed only from the street.

2

Historical Walking Tours
of Downtown Edmonton

A

nthony Henday, a Hudson’s Bay Company
explorer, passed near the site of presentday Edmonton in 1754. His trip was part of the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s interest in establishing
direct contact with the native population of the
interior rather than depending on native
middlemen to bring furs to posts located on
Hudson’s Bay. This change in policy was caused
by competition from free traders and other
companies such as the Montreal-based North
West Company. Throughout the 18th century,
the Hudson’s Bay Company and the North West
Company established a series of posts westward
along the North Saskatchewan River valley in
search of new supplies of furs. In 1795, as part
of the process, the North West Company
established a post called Fort Augustus at the site
that would eventually become the City of
Edmonton. The Hudson’s Bay Company
immediately followed suit by establishing a post
nearby. It was named Edmonton House after an
estate near London, England, belonging to the
Company's Deputy Governor. Both companies
employed many French Canadians and Frenchspeaking Métis, and during the early years,
French was the most commonly spoken language

Jasper Avenue looking west from about 96 Street,
1894. Jasper House Hotel third from right.
(PAA B5562)
3

Jasper Avenue looking west from 99 Street in
ca. 1910s. (GAI NA-3213-10)

at Fort Edmonton. However, when the two
companies amalgamated in 1821, the Hudson’s
Bay Company post was retained, as was the
name Fort Edmonton, and the North West
Company connection with Montreal was
severed.
After the amalgamation, Fort Edmonton
increased in importance under the leadership of
Chief Factor John Rowand to become the
distribution centre for the whole northwest, and,
with the opening of the Fort Assiniboine Trail in
1824, it became a major supply stage on the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s trans-Canada route.
After 1870, when the area became part of the
new Dominion of Canada, the character of the
settlement began to change. In 1871, legislation
finally made it possible for private individuals
to claim ownership of land in what had formerly
been the exclusive preserve of the Hudson’s
Bay Company. Shortly thereafter, Edmonton
came into being as an entity separate from the
fort and outside the secure boundaries of the
palisade. During the 1880s there was a great
4

influx of English-speaking
settlers, and soon the French
Canadians and Métis were
outnumbered. Nevertheless,
a vibrant and prosperous
francophone community
remained and played an
important role in the city's
development.
The Hudson’s Bay Company
received a land grant of 3,000
acres around most of its posts
as part of the agreement by
which it relinquished
commercial rights in the region
and handed over jurisdiction to
Canada. In the case of
Edmonton, the boundaries of
this tract of land, known as the
Hudson’s Bay Reserve, roughly corresponded to
101 Street on the east, 121 Street on the west,
the North Saskatchewan River on the south, and
127 Avenue on the north. At first, the H.B.C.
declined to subdivide its reserve, and as a result,
the town of Edmonton developed some distance
away from the fort. Its first significant building
– a Methodist church – was erected in 1871
about one mile from Fort Edmonton, just beyond
the reserve’s eastern boundary. Within a few
years, straggling along the top of the cliff,
Jasper Avenue emerged as Edmonton’s main
street. The centre of town initially developed on
97 Street and Jasper Avenue, but after 1881,
things changed. That year the Hudson’s Bay
Company decided to subdivide its holdings west
of 101 Street and south of Jasper Avenue, thus
opening up a new direction in which the town
could develop. In the following year a settlement
survey was undertaken, finally making
longstanding land claims official.
The establishment of the northern terminus of
the Calgary and Edmonton Railway on the south
side of the river in 1891 prompted Edmonton to
5

incorporate as a town in 1892. Years of rivalry –
not always friendly – ensued between Edmonton
and South Edmonton as the two communities
grew during the prosperous years before
World War I (WWI). South Edmonton was
incorporated as the town of Strathcona in 1899.
Edmonton was incorporated as a city in 1904
and became capital of the new province of
Alberta in 1905. Strathcona became the site of
the province’s university in 1907, and was
incorporated as a city in the same year. The
competition came to an end in 1912 however,
when Strathcona and Edmonton were
amalgamated.
Edmonton was a lively place before WWI. In
1901, the town could boast of only 2,626
inhabitants, but then the population exploded,
rising to almost 30 times that number by 1914.
Business boomed – especially the real estate
business. Construction in wood was still the
norm in 1899, and false-fronted stores sprang up
in a sometimes uneven line along Jasper Avenue
east of 101 Street. Within 10 years brick,
concrete and steel had become the standard
building materials, and development had moved
westward along Jasper Avenue into the
Hudson’s Bay Reserve.
Almost overnight, Edmonton took on the
appearance of a mature city. When the Hudson’s
Bay Company decided to sell the remainder of
its reserve in 1912, Edmonton was at the height
of its early prosperity. The city’s boundaries had
expanded in all directions, and commerce and
commercial construction were booming. It was
during the last five years or so before WWI that
Edmonton developed the skyline which would
exist for the next 40 years.

6

The speculation in real estate which made many
of Alberta’s pioneers wealthy eventually
reached excessive proportions, and the bottom
dropped out of the market in 1913. The
combination of a worldwide economic slump
and the outbreak of WWI resulted in a drastic
drop in Edmonton’s population as thousands left
to join the army or the search for greener
pastures. It was many years before the city
recovered, and in the interim little new building
took place.
Recovery came in the 1940s when, during
WWII, Edmonton became the base of
operations for the construction of the Alaska
Highway. Prosperity was ensured with the
discovery of oil at Leduc in 1947, and
Edmonton entered a new cycle of economic and
physical growth. The city boundaries were
enlarged, and new construction was initiated in
the downtown area. Many historic buildings
were replaced by modern structures as the pace
of development accelerated. Gradually the
downtown core was transformed. Some old
buildings remained, however, and were
renovated for new uses. These give a glimpse of
Edmonton’s beginnings and provide a vital link
with the past.

View east on Jasper Avenue from 100A Street, 1947.
(PAA BL1387/3)
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Tour I Heritage Trail
As part of PRIDE, the Program to Improve
Downtown Edmonton, the City of Edmonton and
the Rotary Clubs of Edmonton introduced the
Heritage Trail project in the early 1980s. The
Heritage Trail is a tree-lined outdoor exposition
that approximates the original path from the
Hudson’s Bay Company Fort to the settlement of
Edmonton. Plaques and sites of historical
importance to the city line its route. The route of
the Heritage Trail, which is indicated by red
sidewalk pavers, is followed by part of this tour.
This tour begins at the Macdonald Hotel, on the
SE corner of Jasper Avenue and 100 Street, and
encompasses the area between Jasper Avenue
and the edge of the river valley, from 100 to
109 Street. It includes 11 sites, is about
1.5 km in length and takes about 1.5 hours to
complete.
Upon completion of this walk you can continue
to Tour II, which begins at the MacLean Block
on the NW corner of Jasper Avenue and
107 Street. Or, if you wish to do only this section
of the tour, catch an eastbound bus on the south
side of Jasper Avenue at 109 Street, or take the
LRT (northbound), entrance on the west side of
109 Street, south of 99 Avenue, to return to the
centre of downtown.

Edmonton’s skyline in 1930. (CEA EA-288-10)
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I-1.

Macdonald Hotel
(1912-1915)
10065 - 100 Street

T

he Macdonald Hotel can no longer claim to
be one of Edmonton’s tallest buildings, but,
due to its prominent site on the edge of the river
valley and its unique design, the “Mac” remains
one of the city’s best known landmarks. The
Montreal firm of Ross and MacFarlane, which
also designed the Fort Garry Hotel in Winnipeg
(1911-1913) and the Chateau Laurier in Ottawa
(1912), were contracted to design the
Macdonald Hotel. Conceived in the best
tradition of Canada’s famous railway hotels, the
Macdonald was built between 1912 and 1915 at
a cost of $2.25 million for the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway. Steel and reinforced concrete
form the skeleton of the hotel, which is hidden
beneath an elegant skin of Bedford Indiana
limestone and sheet copper roofing. Elements of
French Renaissance architecture can be seen in
the hotel; turrets with high-pitched roofs and
finials are among its most distinctive features,
and the mixture of arcades and corbelled
balconies complete the image. Long known as
Edmonton’s most elegant and popular hotel, the
Macdonald was returned to its former glory by

The Macdonald Hotel soon after completion.
(CEA EA-10-133)
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renovations and restoration which were
completed in 1991. The hotel was designated as
a Municipal Historical Resource by the City of
Edmonton in 1985.

I-2.

McDougall United
Church
(1909)
10086 - 101 Street

A

t the time of its construction in 1909, this
fine brick church was known as McDougall
Methodist Church in honour of Edmonton’s first
Methodist minister. After Canada’s Methodist,
Presbyterian, and Congregational Churches
formed the United Church of Canada in 1925,
the name was changed to its present form.
McDougall United Church was designed by a
well-known local architect, H.A. Magoon (see
also I-3, II-10, -11, III-3, -5). Architecture that
copied historical models was very popular in the
Victorian and Edwardian eras. This church is
designed in the Italianate Style, a revival of the
architecture of Renaissance Italy. McDougall
United Church cost $85,000 to build and could
seat up to 2,500 people. It was the third church
on this site. The original church was built of

The first (left) and third (right) McDougall Churches,
1920s. (CEA EA-10-372)
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logs by Rev. George McDougall in 1873 and
was the first building of note outside the walls
of Fort Edmonton. The second, a wood frame
church, was constructed in 1892 and demolished
after the construction of the brick church. The
first church has been moved to Fort Edmonton
Park where it has been restored and is on view.
I-3.

Salvation Army
Citadel
(1925)
10030 - 102 Street

T

he Salvation Army was founded in England
in 1865 in response to the social ills
spawned by the industrial revolution. As the
name implies, the Salvation Army is organized
on a military model, so it is only natural that its
meeting hall, the Citadel, be designed along the
lines of a fortress. Magoon and MacDonald,
architects (see also I-2, II-10, -11, III-3, -5),
chose clinker bricks for the facade of the Citadel
and incorporated turrets in their 1925 design to
give it a rugged, castle-like appearance.
Polychrome tiles lighten the mood, and the
towers in the centre of the facade echo the

The Salvation Army Citadel, 1943. (PAA BL528)
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design of many small Albertan churches
(see photo, I-2). Thus the dual function of the
Citadel as a Christian stronghold and a centre of
social outreach was expressed in the design of
the building. The Citadel was converted to
house the city’s first professional live theatre in
1965. The new Citadel Theatre at 9828 - 101A
Avenue was opened in 1976, and since that time
the Old Citadel, as it is now generally known,
has seen various uses.
I-4.

Masonic Temple
(1931)
10318 - 100 Avenue

I

n the 40 years which followed the
formation of Edmonton’s first lodge in 1893,
another 12 or so had been constituted, but no

The Gothic Revival Style Masonic Temple, 1931.
(PAA BL93)
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substantial meeting hall had been built. The new
Temple provided quarters which were well
worth the wait. Built in 1931 to a design by an
Edmonton architect, William G. Blakey, it cost
the Masons $170,000. The Temple’s Gothic
Revival Style design was chosen for its ties with
the medieval origins of the Masonic Order. But
the architect omitted the drafty corridors and
damp walls typical of the historic prototypes, in
favour of the romantic and elegant aspects of the
design. The exterior of the Temple is lavishly
decorated with gothic tracery, canopied niches
intended to shelter statues, and cast stone
detailing. The offices, meeting rooms,
auditorium and banquet hall are finished in oak
and mahogany panelling and had tiled floors,
bronze fittings and stained glass windows. The
Temple is a modern building in historicallyinspired packaging.

I-5.

Gariepy House
(1902)
9947 - 104 Street

J

oseph Hormisdas Gariepy came to Edmonton
in 1892, and through astute business practice
and investment in land, became one of the
town’s leading citizens. Built in 1902, his brick

The Gariepy House in 1904. (PAA B4543)
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mansion is one of only a few structures
remaining from the period before Edmonton
was incorporated as a city. Gariepy, who was
originally from Montreal, probably chose the
old-fashioned Second Empire Style for his
house because of its French origins. The original
wrap-around verandah is now gone and a wing
as large as the house has been added to the east,
but it is still possible to recognize the French
style. In particular, the mansard roof with
through-the-eaves or wall dormers and the
corner turret with porthole dormers have been
preserved and evoke the original character of
the house. Gariepy sold the house to John A.
McDougall in 1923, who in turn sold it the
following year to the Sisters of Charity of the
Providence General Hospital. Since that time it
has served as a convent and has been known as
Rosary Hall.

I-6.

McKay Avenue
School
(1881, 1904)
10425 - 99 Avenue

E

dmonton’s first school outside the Fort was
erected on this site in 1881. The land was
donated by the Hudson’s Bay Company and

The McKay Avenue School before the 1912
expansion. (CEA EA-10-868)
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most of the $968 needed to construct the wood
frame school was collected through public
subscription. The original school stands at the
southwest corner of the schoolyard, and is the
first prominent manufactured lumber building in
Edmonton. In 1905, the eastern two-thirds of
McKay Avenue School was completed in brick
and sandstone, and the western third was added
in 1912. The school’s namesake was Dr.
William Morrison MacKay, a Hudson’s Bay
Company surgeon from 1864 to 1898. The
misspelling of his name became literally carved
in stone when the sandstone panel bearing the
school’s name arrived reading “McKay”. A high
point in the school’s history came in 1906-1907
when the third floor assembly hall was rented to
house the first two sessions of the Provincial
Parliament. Both the schools on this property
have been designated Provincial Historical
Resources; the 1904 McKay Avenue School
received this stature in 1976, and the 1881
School followed in 1983.
I-7.

The Arlington
(1909)
10524 - 100 Avenue

B

etween 1904 and 1914, Edmonton’s
population expanded from 8,350 to 72,516
people. The Arlington, built in 1909 by a
“syndicate of local capitalists,” was among the
largest, most favourably located and luxurious
of the apartment blocks constructed in response
to the housing problem which developed during
this period. Central heating, gas stoves, private
bathrooms, an elevator, and built-in furniture
including Murphy beds, dining tables, desks,
buffets and bookcases were among the
amenities provided. In the context of the day,
when rooming houses were the most common
alternative to single family houses, this was
luxury indeed. The relative simplicity of the
Arlington’s exterior is perhaps the result of
16

The Arlington soon after completion, 1910.
(PAA B4220)

budgeting, or of the “lightning” speed with
which the building was erected. Within the
space of a few weeks the steel frame clad in
brick was thrown up by as many as
25 bricklayers and 50 carpenters at a time.
Nevertheless, the Arlington manages, through
pleasing proportions and restrained classical
detailing, to create a dignified and imposing
presence on the street. The Arlington has been
restored and designated as a Municipal Historic
Resource in 1998, and as a Provincial Historic
Resource in 1999.
I-8.

Land Titles Office
(1893)
10523 - 100 Avenue

I

n 1891, the railroad from Calgary to
Edmonton was terminated on the south bank
of the North Saskatchewan River, and a new
community called South Edmonton was
established there. A trend became apparent in
1892 when the federal government decided to
move the office issuing land registration
documents from Edmonton, where it had been
for many years, to the south side. A band of
angry Edmontonians, led by the Mayor,
detained the wagons carting the effects of the
17

The original appearance of the Land Titles Office,
1902. (PAA B4443)

office away, with the result that the office
remained in Edmonton. In 1893, the new
“Land Registration and Crown Timber Offices”
were built. With walls of brick 18 inches thick
and roofed in galvanized iron, it was an
attractive and impressive addition to the town.
Despite alterations made during the two world
wars, when the building served as a meeting hall
for various military units, the essential character
of the Office, with its jerkinhead roofline and
central entrance gable flanked by hipped gables,
can still be detected. The Land Titles Office
was designated a Provincial Historical Resource
in 1977.
I-9.

Federal Public
Building
(1955)
9820 - 107 Street

A

lthough it was designed in 1930, the
Federal Public Building was not actually
constructed until 1955. The federal department
of Public Works drew up the plans for this
building, which was intended to house all the
departments of the federal government
operating in Alberta. It is one of Edmonton’s
few Art Deco style buildings. The massing of
the building is simple and its outlines crisp.
18

Exterior ornament is restricted to the uppermost
part of the facade, and to the area surrounding
the main entrance. While the chevron is a motif
characteristic of the Art Deco Style, the manner
in which it is employed in this building is rather
more restrained than usual. The metal ornament
surrounding the main entry and the interior
decoration of the entrance foyer, however, more
nearly conform with the exuberant use of
colour, rich surfaces and precious materials
generally associated with Art Deco designs.

The Federal Public Building in 1957. (PAA Ws149/1)

19

I-10.

Legislature Building
(1907-1912)
10801 - 97 Avenue

I

n Europe, the presence of a dome typically
indicates that a building has religious
significance, but in North America, domes are also
commonly associated with seats of governmental
power. Three of Canada’s provincial legislative
assemblies meet in buildings similar to the Alberta
Legislature. Derived from design theories which
originated at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris,
France, this type of Classical Revival Style
architecture called for a symmetrical plan and
formal classical elevations. A.M. Jeffers, the
Provincial Architect who designed the Legislature,
chose a T-shaped plan, and devised a Beaux-Arts
facade with a rusticated base, a formal entry with a
columned portico, paired columns for the wings,
and of course, a large dome with a cupola. Calgary
sandstone was used on the exterior, and the
rotunda was finished in marble from Italy,
Pennsylvania and Quebec. Surprisingly, the steelframed dome is clad in terracotta. It took about six
years (1907-1913) and approximately $4 million
to construct and furnish the Legislature Building.
Guided tours of the interior of the Legislature Building
are available. Times are posted near the entrance.

The Legislature Building and the High Level Bridge
(left) nearing completion, 1913. (CEA EA-24-11)
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I-11.

Bowker Building
(1931)
9835 - 109 Street

T

hough it matches the Legislature Building
(I-10) in style, the Bowker Building was
actually constructed in 1931, almost 20 years
later, and just one year after the Art Deco
Federal Public Building (I-9) was designed. For
Cecil Burgess (see III-1), the University of
Alberta architecture professor who drew up the
plans for this dignified and sophisticated BeauxArts Style office block, historical allusions and
not modernity were the main concern. Manitoba
limestone, which is harder and can be more
finely sculpted than sandstone, was chosen for
the exterior of the Bowker Building. Especially
fine are the Corinthian columns which circle the
building, and the Alberta coat of arms and
carved head of a native man located in the openbed pediment above the main entry. Originally
costing almost $1 million to build, the Bowker
Building underwent renovations and refitting in
1980 which totalled seven times that sum. A
sixth floor was added to the top of the structure;
clad in a copper mansard roof, this expansion is
almost undetectable from the ground level.

The Bowker Building in 1931. (PAA BL67)
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Tour II Jasper West
and Warehouse
District

T

he historic western edge of Edmonton’s
downtown was the location of wholesale
and warehouse buildings which served as a
storage area for the city’s retail businesses.
The bulk of this tour comprises buildings
constructed during the pre-WWI boom period.
They reflect the optimism and enthusiasm with
which investors developed the newly available
Hudson’s Bay Reserve land west of 101 Street.
Today the storage function originally performed
by the early warehouses has been moved to new
buildings on the outskirts of Edmonton, and
alternative uses have been found for many of
the historic buildings on this tour.
This tour begins at the MacLean Block on the
NW corner of Jasper Avenue and 107 Street,
and contains the largest concentration of historic
buildings in the downtown core. It includes
14 sites, is 1.75 km in length and takes about
1.5 hours to complete. Upon completion of this
walk, you can continue to Tour III, which
begins at the Birks Building on the NE corner of
Jasper Avenue and 104 Street.

View north on 104 Street from Jasper Avenue, 1914.
(CEA EA-500-247)
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Tour II Jasper West and Warehouse District
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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12.
13.
14.

MacLean Block (1909)
Jasper Block (1909)
Expert Cleaners (1950s)
First Presbyterian Church (1911)*
H.V. Shaw Building (1914)*
Mercer Warehouse (1911)
Horne and Pitfield Building (1911)
Canada Consolidated Rubber Building (1913)
Revillon Building (1912-1913)*
McKenney Building (1912)
Metals Building (1914)*
Phillips Building (1912)
Great West Saddlery Building (1911)*
Armstrong Block (1912)

*

Indicates presence of an Edmonton Historical
Board plaque highlighting the building’s history.
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II-1.

MacLean Block
(1909)
10702 Jasper Avenue

S

ome of Edmonton’s finest brickwork can be
seen in this commercial and residential
block. Roundheaded arches on the ground and
third floors and elaborate brick detailing imitate
the stone architecture of Renaissance Italy,
indicating that architect James Wize chose the
Italianate Style for the MacLean Block. Built in
1909 for Dr. James Douglas MacLean, a
successful local physician and surgeon, the
building cost $35,000 to construct. By far the
most westerly of any commercial block in
Edmonton’s central core at the time, the
MacLean Block was a speculative venture
which tied the downtown in with the developing
government centre located a few blocks to the
south. By having commercial spaces on the
ground level, offices on the second, and
apartments on the top floor, MacLean
diversified his sources of income and
diminished his risk. In the late 1970s, the facade
of the MacLean Block was refurbished and the
interior completely gutted and rebuilt to house
modern commercial and office spaces.

The MacLean Block one year after its construction,
1910. (PAA B4228)
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II-2.

Jasper Block
(1909)
10516 Jasper Avenue

T

he career of John Kelly paralleled those of
many of Alberta’s first successful
businessmen. Whatever their training or
background, the timely purchase, development
and sale of land and buildings formed a common
thread in the histories of Edmonton’s early
success stories. Kelly was working as a
blacksmith in 1902, but by the end of the decade
he had made the crucial leap to real estate and
development. The Jasper Block of 1909 was one
of his projects (see also III-6). Designed by
architects Hopkins and Wright (see also
II-7, -12) and built at a cost of $30,000, the
three-storey building had space for commercial
outlets at the street level and apartments above.
The facade of the Jasper Block, though not
ornate, is well balanced and enlivened by a stone
nameplate set into the parapet, arcaded brick
detailing just below the cornice, and stone string
courses defining the three floors. It is a good
example of the simple, yet pleasing commercial
architecture typical of early Edmonton. The
Jasper Block was designated as a Municipal
Historic Resource in 2004.

The Jasper Block (right) in 1910. (PAA B4229)
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II-3.

Expert Cleaners
(1950s)
10050 - 105 Street

T

he Expert Cleaners building is one of a very
few examples of International Style
architecture from the 1950s remaining in
Edmonton. It follows the aesthetic guidelines
developed by the functionalist school of design
which originated in Europe in the 1920s but
reached its peak of popularity 30 years later. Of
particular importance to the early development
of the style was the idea that a building’s form
or design should be a direct and rational result
of its function, or use. By the fifties however,
aesthetics had superseded rationalism, and
though the buildings still resembled those
actually designed to be functional, it was style
rather than use which had become the most
important consideration. The Expert Cleaners
building demonstrates this later phase of the
International Style. Though it is devoid of
ornament, it is not designed purely for function.
Beautiful marble faces the bottom floor, and a
grille, originally suspended over the driveway,
served no apparent use – even though it seems
to be derived from the covered carriage porches
found in former architectural styles.

The Expert Cleaners building in 1988. (PDD)
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II-4.

First Presbyterian
Church
(1911)
10025 - 105 Street

T

he First Presbyterian Church was built in
1911, and officially opened in 1912.
Reverend D.G. McQueen was pastor of the
Presbyterian Church in Edmonton between 1883
and 1930. He was the first moderator of the
Alberta synod of the Church and became the first
national leader of those Presbyterians who did
not join the United Church of Canada when it
was formed from the Presbyterian, Methodist and
Congregationalist churches of Canada in 1925.
Though not the oldest church of this
denomination in Edmonton, First Presbyterian
was certainly the largest and most costly structure
of its kind. Able to seat over 1,200 people, this
Gothic Revival Style building cost $172,455 to
construct – over twice the original estimate of
$85,000. Through the use of numerous large
Gothic windows, the Edmonton architectural firm
of Wilson and Herrald were able, despite the size
of the building, to design a church which was
monumental, but not ponderous. The First
Presbyterian Church was designated a Provincial
Historical Resource in 1978.

The First Presbyterian Church, c. 1915.
(CEA EA-10-561)
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II-5.

H.V. Shaw Building
(1914)
10229 - 105 Street

I

n the days before cigarettes, cigars were big
business. Harry Shaw’s Edmonton Cigar
Factory was manufacturing one million cigars
per year in 1908, after being open only seven
years. Six years later, Shaw was one of the
largest employers in Edmonton and could afford
his own building. By 1917, 90 people were
working in his factory. The H.V. Shaw Building
was not only trend-setting, as it was the second
fireproof, reinforced-concrete warehouse in the
district, but it was eyecatching as well. Brick
and stone were laid in alternating bands to form
the voussoirs of the top floor arched windows
and in a check pattern in the parapet to draw the
eye to the stone nameplate with date. The blank
side walls served and still serve as billboards for
hand-painted advertisements. Despite the
popularity of the house brand ‘Major Reno’ and
‘La Palma’ cigars, the company suffered
setbacks after WWI and moved to another
location in 1921, when Shaw sold the building.
The H.V. Shaw building was designated as a
Municipal Historic Resource in 2001.

The H.V. Shaw cigar factory and warehouse, 1921.
(GAI NA-1328-66444)
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II-6.

Mercer Warehouse
(1911)
10363 - 104 Street

I

n 1911, a four-storey block was built on the
southeast corner of 104 Avenue and
104 Street opposite the Canadian National
Railway yards. It was an uncomplicated
building designed for use as a warehouse: it was
rectangular in plan and the elevations were
unadorned. The loading bays were located at the
rear on the east side of the building,
conveniently facing towards the railway spur
running down the alley. John B. Mercer, in the
wholesale business in Edmonton since the
1890s, sold liquors, cigars and wines from a
store located on Jasper Avenue before building
this functional warehouse to store his stock.
Many changes and alterations to the original
design of the Mercer Warehouse can be
detected. Among the most obvious are the loss
of the fourth storey (possibly through fire), the
addition of the loading bays which have been
punched through the north wall, and the threestorey matching annex built on the south side of
the warehouse.

The Mercer Warehouse in 1914. (GAI NC-6-1124)
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II-7.

Horne and Pitfield
Building
(1911)
10301 - 104 Street

F

oley Brothers, Larson and Company of
Winnipeg entered the wholesale grocery
business in Edmonton in 1905. After several
years, a new warehouse was needed to store
their staple and fancy groceries, biscuits,
confectioneries, and tinned and bottled goods.
It was designed by Edmonton architect
E.C. Hopkins (see also II-2, -12) and constructed
at a cost of $40,000 in 1911. The Campbell,
Wilson and Horne company, another wholesale
grocery firm from Winnipeg, bought the
warehouse in 1913 and occupied it until 1957. In
1943, the company and building name changed to
Horne and Pitfield Ltd. The original building, which
consisted of the first five bays on the corner, was
expanded twice. In 1923, a two-storey, five-bay
addition was made to the north side, on top of which
two more storeys were built in 1947. These changes
would be almost undetectable if different brick
hadn’t been used in the later construction. Careful
proportions and large windows, not ornament, are
the principal architectural features of the Horne and
Pitfield Building.

The original Horne and Pitfield Building (right) and
its larger annex (left), 1958. (PAA Ws184)
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II-8.

Canada
Consolidated
Rubber Building
(1913)
10249 - 104 Street

D

avid Ker of Victoria, B.C. built a brick
warehouse on this location in 1912. It was
designed by Edmonton architect Roland Lines
(see III-7, -8, IV-9), cost $55,000 to erect, and
burned to the ground in January, 1913. The
misfortune of D. Ker was the good luck of the
Canada Consolidated Rubber Company,
however, and later that same year the same
construction company which built the
Macdonald Hotel (I-1), the Canadian Stewart
Company of Montreal, was engaged to erect this
warehouse and did so in the space of two
months. The replacement warehouse cost
$110,000 – twice as much as the original. Bricks
are laid to simulate a dentillated parapet and a

The Canada Consolidated Rubber Building (left), 1933.
(PAA BL150/1)
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rusticated entrance. Stone is used to accent the
nameplate, door details, window sills and lintels.
Windows on the central stairwell are offset from
the floor levels to emphasize the vertical
elements of this design. This building made a
grand venue for the company’s “rubber and felt
footwear, waterproof clothing, rubber belting,
hose, packing, automobile and carriage tires,
druggists rubber sundries, etc.” The Canada
Consolidated Rubber Building was designated
as a Municipal Historic Resource in 2001. The
building has been restored and has a new life as
the Cobogo Lofts and sold as condominiums.

II-9.

Revillon Building
(1912-1913)
10221 - 104 Street

E

stablished in 1723, the firm of Revillon
Frères of Paris, France, traded first in furs
and then expanded into wholesale and retail
goods as well. Edmonton became their centre of
operations in the Canadian west in 1902, and by
1912 they had 96 stores scattered about the
country. At the time of its construction in 19121913, the Revillon Building was the largest and
most sophisticated warehouse in western
Canada. Constructed of reinforced concrete, it

The Revillon Building, 1922. (GAI ND-3-881)
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had all the modern amenities, including electric
hoists, an electric passenger elevator, an
automatic telephone exchange, pneumatic tubes
for sending written messages within the
building, and spiral shipping chutes. Winnipeg
architect James McDiarmid designed the
Revillon Building as well as the two-storey
1920 addition which could support an additional
18 floors. His contractor brother, John, also of
Winnipeg, built the original structure for
$300,000. In 1986, a prize-winning design
linked the renovated Revillon Building with the
1910 Ross Brothers Hardware Building to the
east to form the Boardwalk complex.

II-10.

McKenney Building
(1912)
10187 - 104 Street

A

resident of St. Albert and MLA for the
riding of Clearwater, Henry William
McKenney was a prominent figure both in
business and public affairs. He purchased this
property in 1903, but it was not until 1912 that
the McKenney Building was begun, making it a
precise contemporary of the neighbouring
Revillon Building. Archival photographs show
the two buildings rising simultaneously on

The McKenney Building (right) one year after
completion, 1913. (PAA B4944)
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opposite sides of 102 Avenue. Nevertheless, the
McKenney Building belonged to a different era of
building technology. Whereas the Revillon used
modern materials and methods, the McKenney
was a simple brick shell with wood floors. The
local architectural firm of Magoon and
MacDonald (see I-2, -3, II-11, III-3, -5) drew up
the plans for the $40,000 warehouse. It was a
spare and functional three and one-half-storey
building capable of upward expansion by one
more floor. Most of the facade’s stone detailing
was removed during renovations in 1979, making
even more salient the most prominent feature of
the McKenney Building: the pedimented entry
inscribed with its name.

II-11.

Metals Building
(1914)
10190 - 104 Street

D

evelopment gradually moved west from the
eastern edge of the Hudson’s Bay Reserve at
101 Street – especially after the land sale of 1912
– and by 1914 the east side of 104 Street from
Jasper Avenue to 104 Avenue was heavily
developed with substantial brick warehouses.
Contemporary maps and photos show the west
side as residential and at least partially overgrown

The Metals Building in 1971. (HRMB 71-R15-3)
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with native trees. After 1913, a slump developed
in Edmonton’s economy, bringing construction
to a virtual halt in the city and for many years
the Metals Building stood alone on the west side
of 104 Street. The architectural firm of Magoon
and MacDonald (see also I-2, -3, II-10, III-3, -5)
designed this plumbing supplies warehouse and
it was constructed at a cost of $45,000.
Although the combination of recessed window
panels and pilasters relate this building to the
Revillon Building (II-9), the Metals Building
belongs to the same generation of construction
as the McKenney Building (II-10). An Art Deco
Style annex was added to the south in 1927
(demolished in 1995), and the whole complex
was renovated in the 1970s. The Metals
Building was designated as a Municipal Historic
Resource in 2002.

II-12.

Phillips Building
(1912)
10169 - 104 Street

T

he Phillips Building features generous use
of windows and clean, simple lines typical
of the Commercial Style of Architecture. Its
external walls are made of sand-lime brick burned
by the local Alsip Brick and Supply Company.

The Phillips Building, c. 1913.
(Edmonton: Alberta’s Capital City - 1914 at CEA)
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Located on the southern edge of the city’s original
warehouse district, the building was first utilised
by Western and Cartage Company for the storage
of manufactured goods. Interestingly, by using
the latest technology of the time, the architect/
builder firm of Purcell and Foote designed and
constructed the Phillips Building as one of the
first fireproof structures in Edmonton.
In the 1960s, the Phillips Building was severely
altered with a façade of metal cladding, marble
and beige stone, masking its original look for
nearly 40 years. In 2000, the building was slated
for demolition. However, due to a public outcry,
the building was saved from the wreckers ball
and was designated as a Municipal Historic
Resource in 2001. The building was converted as
residential condominium lofts, with its front
façade restored to its original 1912 appearance.

II-13.

Great West
Saddlery Building
(1911)
10137 - 104 Street

B

oth the Great West Saddlery Building and
the original portion of the Horne and Pitfield
Building (II-7) were designed by the Edmonton

The Great West Saddlery Building, c. 1912.
(GAI NC-6-345)
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architect E.C. Hopkins (see also II-2) and
constructed in 1911, so it is hardly a surprise
that they appear so similar. Such differences as
exist are minor: the Saddlery Building is one
storey taller, has a slightly more ornate cornice,
and is not built on a corner lot. Even the
estimated cost of construction ($40,000) was the
same for both buildings. However, the Saddlery,
which was constructed first, cost two and a half
times as much to complete. Perhaps some
lessons were learned on this project which
helped reduce costs on the later building. Based
in Winnipeg, the Great West Saddlery Company
dealt in wholesale leather goods, including
harnesses, saddles, shoe fittings, mitts, gloves,
trunks and bags. Surprisingly, the company was
able to retain ownership of this property until
1958, well after the days of the horse were over
and the bulk of its original merchandise was
obsolete.
II-14.

Armstrong Block
(1912)
10125 - 104 Street

R

eginald and Herbert Armstrong built the
Armstrong Block as a speculative venture.
The family printing business, on the site for
many years, was moved to make way for the
construction of a new building in 1912. Built
according to plans by architect D. Hardie at a
cost of $88,000, it was unique on 104 Street in
that its upper floors were devoted to offices and
apartments rather than warehouse space. A
comparison of the north wall of the Armstrong
Block with the south wall of the Great West
Saddlery Building (II-12) is revealing. The
Saddlery Building rises vertically from the
property line, but the Armstrong Building is
stepped back on the third and fourth floors. This
setback was intended to allow light and air to
reach the apartments on those floors in the event
37

that another building similar to the blank-walled
Saddlery be constructed on the intervening lot.
Also interesting are the four stone escutcheons
topping the pilaster strips which punctuate the
facade, and a fifth in the parapet inscribed with
an “A” for the builders of the block. The
Armstrong Block was designated as a Municipal
Historic Resource in 2001. The building
continues to provide retail on the ground floor
with apartments above.

The Armstrong Block, 1927. (GAI NC-6-335)
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Tour III Downtown and
Rice Howard Way

T

he civic centre concept illustrated below
shows a city very different from the one which
exists today. There is, however, a certain continuity
which is the result of the historic structures that
have been preserved and, in many cases, restored.
In the downtown area, Jasper Avenue, which
always was and still is Edmonton’s main
thoroughfare, became the city’s banking and
business centre after about 1910. Rice Howard
Way, composed of Rice (101A) Avenue and
Howard (100A) Street, was an important shopping
area which featured Ramsey’s Department Store
after 1911, and has been converted to a pedestrian
area. Churchill Square is the focus of Edmonton’s
civic centre. Although the Square is a relative
newcomer in terms of the city’s history, it has a
precedent in the market square, which formerly
occupied the site of the Centennial Library.
Approximately 1 km in length, this tour gives an
overview of the development of the city’s heart – its
central business, banking, shopping, municipal
government and cultural district. It includes 11 sites
and takes about one hour to complete. The tour
begins at the Birks Building, on the NE corner of
Jasper Avenue and 104 Street. Upon completion of
this walk, you can continue to Tour IV, which
begins at the corner of Jasper Avenue and 97 Street.

Civic centre concept, 1962. (CEA EA-10-2713)
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Tour III Downtown and Rice Howard Way
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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7.
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10
11.

Birks Building (1929)*
The Bay (1938-1939)
Canadian Bank of Commerce (1929)*
Moser and Ryder Building (1910)
Ramsey Building (1927)
Kelly Block (1915)
Union Bank (1910)*
Canada Permanent Building (1910)
McLeod Block (1913-1915)*
Churchill Wire Centre (1945-1947)
Imperial Bank of Canada (1952)

*

Indicates presence of an Edmonton Historical
Board plaque highlighting the building’s history.
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III-1.

Birks Building
(1929)
10123 - 104 Street

T

he Birks Building was designed by Nobbs
and Hyde, an architectural firm of national
significance. Percy Nobbs, who collaborated
with Cecil Burgess (see I-11) on the Birks
Building, also designed the original master plan
for the University of Alberta. Details such as the
cornice indicate a link with past styles, but the
streamlined appearance and curved corner
places the Birks Building firmly on the road to
the Moderne Style of architecture (see also III-2,
The Bay). “A distinct compliment to the
structural and architectural dignity of this city”
according to The Edmonton Journal, the Birks
Building attracted 5,000 people to its grand
opening in 1929. Costing about $350,000 to
build, it was a marvel of rich materials and
modern technology. Two storeys were originally
planned, but when it became apparent that there
was a demand for offices with such features as a
built-in compressed air system (meant
specifically for medical practices), another two
were added on top. Only one other Birks
Building of this type exists in Canada – in
Montreal.

The Birks Building in 1951. (PAA Ks242)
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III-2.

The Bay
(1938-1939)
10230 Jasper Avenue

The Bay soon after completion, 1939. (PAA BL261)

F

ur trading was the original and exclusive
activity of the H.B.C., but as settlers arrived,
this was expanded to include providing supplies
for the newcomers. Over the years, the variety and
volume of goods increased, and the premises
needed to house them grew proportionately. The
first store was opened in 1890, in a small rented
wood-frame building at 98 Street and Jasper
Avenue. In 1893, “the Bay” moved to a slightly
larger structure of the same type, followed in 1905
by a three-storey brick building on the same site at
the northeast corner of Jasper and 103rd. Finally,
in 1938-1939, this Moderne Style department store
was constructed. The Winnipeg architectural firm
of Moody and Moore was responsible for the
design of The Bay, which was carried out in
Tyndall limestone, black granite, stainless steel
and glass block. A third storey was added to the
original two-storey building in 1948. In 1954, the
building was doubled in size through an expansion
to the north. Its eye-catching design and carved
historical panels made the Bay an instant and
enduring landmark in Edmonton. In 1991-1992
the building was converted to allow for other
businesses to share the premises with The Bay. It
was designated by the City of Edmonton as a
Municipal Historical Resource in 1989.
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III-3.

Canadian Bank of
Commerce
(1929)
10102 Jasper Avenue

The Canadian Bank of Commerce, 1930.
(CEA EA-10-223)

T

raditionally, banks were built in classical
styles of architecture which implied
stability, security and permanence. This building
was one of Edmonton’s last and best examples
of this tradition. An Edmonton Bulletin article
praised the Commerce Bank as “one of the most
up-to-date and complete banking institutions in
the dominion” and went on to remark very
favourably on its design. J. Horsbarch of
Toronto was the architect responsible for
designing the $400,000 Edwardian Classical
Revival Style bank, and its execution was
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handled by the Edmonton firm of Magoon and
MacDonald (see also I-2, -3, II-10, -11, III-5).
Horsbarch’s inspiration came from the palaces of
the merchant princes of the Italian Renaissance,
which this building resembles in many aspects.
It has a symmetrical design in which the ground
floor and quoins are rusticated, and the detail of
the stonework diminishes towards the top of the
building. Classical elements such as columns, an
entablature, balconets at the fourth floor
windows and antefixae on the edge of the roof
complete the impressive design.

III-4.

Moser and Ryder
Building
(1910)
10169 - 101 Street

T

he Moderne Style face of this building belies
the fact that it was actually constructed in
1910. As originally designed for Almer Moser

The Moser and Ryder Building (in 1910) before
its facelift. (PAA B4180)
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and Ernest Ryder, its namesakes, the Moser and
Ryder Building was a Classical Revival Style
structure bearing no resemblance to the present
facade at all. A balustraded parapet, dentillated
cornice, carved stone wreaths and rusticated
pilaster strips and quoins were among its most
notable features. In the early forties, a fire
caused extensive damage to the building, and
after changing hands in 1944, the Moser and
Ryder Building was remodelled to house the
Walk-Rite Style Shoppe Ltd., “Edmonton’s
Smart Shop for Women.” Glass block and
precast concrete replaced all but a telltale few of
the building’s original classical features; those
which remain can be seen on the alley side of
the building. In 1984, further renovations were
undertaken and chrome-framed, plate-glass
windows installed in the place of the glass
block. Despite these changes, the Moser and
Ryder Building remains one of Edmonton’s
finest examples of the Moderne Style.
III-5.

Ramsey Building
(1927)
10048 - 101A Avenue

F

rom the beginning, the Ramsey Building
was intended as an extension to the
neighbouring Kelly Block. Nevertheless, it does
not resemble the Kelly Block closely in style or
in height. Built at a cost of $150,000 in 1927 for
James Ramsey, Edmonton’s “Merchant Prince,”
this was the last extension he made to his
already large department store before selling the
business (but not the building) to the T. Eaton
Company in 1929. It was designed by the firm
of Magoon and MacDonald (see I-2, -3, II-10,
-11, III-3), one of Edmonton’s most active and
successful architectural offices. The lower
portion of this building emphasizes the
horizontal, providing a solid-looking base for
the building. Strong vertical elements divide the
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facade into two bays which are in turn divided
into the three-part windows characteristic of the
Chicago Commercial Style. The cornice and
parapet capping the Ramsey Building are
smaller than is generally found in that style,
however, making this a unique and interesting
design.

The Ramsey Building (centre) c. 1930.
(CEA A86-118)

46

III-6.

Kelly Block
(1915)
10040 - 101A Avenue

J

ames Ramsey was born in Michigan in 1864
and grew up in Ontario. Soon after his arrival
in Edmonton in 1911, Ramsey opened a store in
the Tegler Building (now replaced by the Bank
of Montreal). Within a short time, more area
was needed, and in 1915, John Kelly, the
blacksmith/real estate developer who built the
Jasper Block (II-2) in 1909, built the
eponymous Kelly Block to provide it. Designed
by architect Van Siclen, the new wing was
soon a landmark on the corner of Rice
(101A) Avenue and Howard (100A) Street.
Pilasters, modernized capitals and a stylized
metal cornice, as well as polychrome bricks
enliven the long facade. Ramsey finally bought
the Kelly Block in 1925 for $100,000 – the
same amount John Kelly paid to build it. By
1927, with the addition of the Ramsey Building,
the Ramsey Department Store was taking up
most of the block. Two years later Ramsey sold
the stock and goodwill of his store to Eaton’s,
and 10 years later, passed away at his winter
home at Nassau in the Bahamas.

The Kelly Block (centre), c. 1928.
(A86-118 City Archives)
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III-7.

Union Bank
(1910)
10053 Jasper Avenue

T

he Union Bank building is the only preWorld War I bank remaining in downtown
Edmonton. Typically, banks were constructed in
a classical style at that period. Ancient Greek or
Roman architecture served as a pattern for most,
but the inspiration for the design of the Union
Bank was the Italian Renaissance. The Edmonton
Bulletin described it as “a somewhat new
departure in bank buildings in Edmonton.”
Telltale features include the rusticated ground
floor, the combination of open-bed pediments
with oversize keystones above the second floor
windows, and the open-topped segmental arch
pediment and heavily rusticated pairs of columns
which originally framed the entrance. The facade
of local pressed brick and Indiana limestone
concealed a modern, fire-proof, steel and brick
structure. The Union Bank was designed by
Edmonton architect Roland Lines (see II-8, III-8,
IV-9), and built in 1910 at a cost of $60,000. It is
interesting to compare this building with the
contemporary Canada Permanent Building
(III-8), which was also designed by Lines. The
Union Bank Inn was designated as a Municipal
Historic Resource in 1996.

The Union Bank in 1912. (CEA EA-10-222)
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III-8.

Canada Permanent
Building
(1910)
10126 - 100 Street

R

oland Lines was the architect who designed
this sophisticated little building (see II-8,
III-7, IV-9). Comparison with the Union Bank
building (III-7) reveals the same masterful
handling of classical elements. Here, however,
Lines has found his inspiration in the Baroque
period. The greater vertical emphasis, and the
greater concentration on details indicate this
change of style. The increased and even
exaggerated use of decorative elements such as
swags in the parapet date stone, the first floor
spandrels, and the urns which look like topiary
bushes perched on the balustered parapet, enliven
the design and point to a Baroque source. The
segmental arch pediments, the larger of which

The Canada Permanent Building, 1911.
(CEA EA-246-135)
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has an open top, and decorated Ionic order
pilasters complete the image. Built at a cost of
$65,000 for the Canada Permanent Mortgage
Company, this building was stylistically unique
in Edmonton at the time of its construction, and
remains a one-of-a-kind today. Though dwarfed
by its modern neighbours, the Canada Permanent
Building manages to hold its own. It was
designated a Provincial Historical Resource
in 1995.
III-9.

McLeod Block
(1913-1915)
10136 - 100 Street

T

he McLeod Block became an instant
Edmonton landmark when it was completed
in 1915. The crowning glory of Kenneth
McLeod’s career as a businessman and
developer, this was the city’s tallest building at

The McLeod Block, one of Edmonton’s first skyscrapers,
c. 1915. (Edmonton: Alberta’s Capital City - 1914 at CEA)
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the time, a distinction it retained for almost
40 years. McLeod came to Edmonton from
Ontario in 1891, and by 1913 was successful
enough to be able to finance this $600,000
venture. The McLeod Block is a virtual replica of
a building which McLeod had seen in Spokane,
Washington. He even hired the same man, John
K. Dow, to design it. Terracotta provides detail at
the windows, cornice and corners, and matching
glazed brick is used as a veneer over the rest of
the facade. Perhaps the most eye-catching feature
of this memorable building is the cornice with its
decorative row of antefixae above, and
modillions and polychromed frieze below. The
classical vocabulary, so successful in smaller
buildings such as the Bank of Commerce (III-3),
was deftly adapted to the larger scale of the
highrise McLeod Block. It is now the best
remaining example of Edmonton’s skyscraper
designs of that period and was designated a
Provincial Historical Resource in 1995 and as a
Municipal Historic Resource in 2001.

III-10.

Churchill
Wire Centre
(1945-1947)
10003 - 103 Avenue

A

t one time, Sir Winston Churchill Square was
ringed by a grand collection of civic buildings
from the earlier part of this century. These included
the Civic Block, the Courthouse, and the Post
Office. Today, the Churchill Wire Centre building
is one of the last historic buildings to face the
Square. Edmonton’s first municipally-owned
telephone building was built on part of this site in
about 1907. Despite the construction of an addition
in 1921, demand for telephone service was such
that eventually an entirely new and significantly
larger building was required. It is this building
which remains today and lends a dash of
architectural style to the Square across the street.
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The Churchill Wire Centre in 1949. (PAA BL1655)

The Churchill Wire Centre was designed in 1945
by Max Dewar, the City Architect at the time, as
part of a large - unrealised - scheme for the civic
square. It is one of the few Moderne Style
buildings remaining in the downtown and exhibits
many of the typical features of this type of
architecture. Of special note are the black granite
base, the regular rhythm of windows and pilasters,
the stylized cornice and dentils and the chevron
motifs in the spandrels. Flattened, fluted pilasters
flank the corner entry and the white terrazzo finish
on the exterior, the stainless steel detailing and
glass block are characteristic of Moderne Style
building materials. Above the door is a carving, in
low relief, of a figure standing on a globe holding
lightning bolts aloft - a popular image of the day
intended to represent the idea of long-distance
communication using electricity. This building
was designated as a Municipal Historic Resource
in 1998.

III-11.

Imperial Bank of
Canada
(1952)
9990 Jasper Avenue

T

he Imperial Bank of Canada first opened its
doors on this site in 1891. Archival
photographs show that in 1892 a modest brick
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building housed the bank. In about 1906, it was
replaced by a much larger and grander structure.
Perhaps the most striking feature of the new
bank was its Classical Revival Style entrance
portico. Supported by giant order columns three
storeys tall and elevated on one-storey high
plinths, it dwarfed pedestrians and was a very
powerful presence on Jasper Avenue. In 1950
this bank, in turn, was demolished to make way
for an even larger building, completion of which
was delayed until 1952 by a shortage of
structural steel. The Edmonton firm of Rule,
Wynn and Rule designed this Moderne Style
bank, along with company architect, Col. A.J.
Everett. Note the relief panels showing trains
and planes, the metal spandrels with the bank’s
logo, and the quoins and pilasters stylized as
bands of rectangles. Indiana limestone and black
granite provided the Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce with a slick, geometric silhouette
until the year 2000. Today, the building is owned
by the Edmonton Chamber of Commerce and
houses the World Trade Centre. It was designated
as a Municipal Historic Resource in 2004.

The Imperial Bank of Canada in 1954. (PAA Ws31)
53

Tour IV Jasper East

E

dmonton’s first commercial centre was on
97 Street and on Jasper Avenue east of
101 Street. The buildings detailed in this section
of the tour represent the eastern-most extent of
this commercial development. Having escaped
the intense redevelopment experienced by the
city core, the Jasper East area provides one of
the most complete and unaltered early
streetscapes in Edmonton.
This is the shortest of the four tours in this
booklet, having nine sites over a distance of
about 0.75 km and requiring about 0.75 hours to
complete. The tour begins at the Goodridge
Block on the NE corner of Jasper Avenue and
97 Street.
Also of interest in the vicinity is the Edmonton
Convention Centre (9797 Jasper Avenue),
which has a Visitor Information Centre.

Looking east on Jasper Avenue from 99 Street in
1912. (PAA B4774)
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Tour IV Jasper East
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Goodridge Block (1912)*
Jasper House Hotel (1882)*
Gem Theatre (about 1908)
Ernest Brown Block (1912-1913)*
Pendennis Hotel (1912)
Gibson Block (1913)*
Edmonton Auto Spring Works (1924)
Jasper Avenue East, South Side (pre-1913)
R.N.W.M.P. Headquarters (1912-1913)*

*

Indicates presence of an Edmonton Historical
Board plaque highlighting the building’s history.
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IV-1.

Goodridge Block
(1912)
9696 Jasper Avenue

T

he construction of the Goodridge Block in
1912 was accompanied by a great deal of
excitement. As excavations for the foundations
of the new structure were being carried out, the
west wall of the adjacent Jasper House Hotel
(IV-2) started to crumble and fall into the hole.
Crowds gathered to observe the catastrophe, but
disaster was ultimately averted when the Hotel
was propped up with large timbers. Leonard
Goodridge was the owner of both Jasper House
and the new excavation, and he was doubtless
relieved when the former did not end up in the
latter. Construction continued uneventfully, and
the result was a handsome three-storey brick
building costing $40,000. The junction of Jasper
Avenue and Namayo Avenue (97 Street) was
the heart of Edmonton’s original business
district. By 1912, however, commercial
development was creeping westward on Jasper
into the Hudson’s Bay Company Reserve,
leading eventually to the decline of the Jasper
East area. This shift in the centre of the city
explains how the Goodridge Block survived
subsequent building booms and still stands

The Goodridge Block, 1914. (GAI ND-6-1055)
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today. Extensive restoration and renovation took
place in 1993, and the Goodridge Block was
designated as a Municipal Historical Resource
by the City of Edmonton in that same year.
IV-2.

Jasper House Hotel
(1882)
9692 Jasper Avenue

I

n continuous operation on this site since1882,
the Jasper House Hotel, now known as the
Hub Hotel, was Edmonton’s second hotel and
has the distinction of being the oldest such
establishment remaining in the city. It began as
a two-storey, gable-roofed wood frame building
with a brick veneer – the only brick building
between Winnipeg and Vancouver, and until
1891 the only one in Edmonton. By 1884, the
hotel had expanded to almost twice its original
width to accommodate the expanding patronage
it was receiving. A third storey extended the
building up to its present height in 1907, and a
rear wing in brick replaced an earlier woodframe structure in 1912. These latter changes
were made by James Goodridge, who bought
the property in 1893, though he may have
managed it from an earlier date (see IV-1 and
IV-3). Goodridge was prominent in the life of
early Edmonton, serving on the first town

The Jasper House Hotel in 1890. (PAA B5560)
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council in 1892 and having a hand in the
organization of many of the city’s institutions.
Little of the original Jasper House Hotel
remains, but its facade retains the configuration
of earlier days.
IV-3.

Gem Theatre
(about1908)
9684 Jasper Avenue

T

he Gem is one of Edmonton’s oldest
theatres built especially for the purpose of
showing movies. Constructed in about 1908 for
the same family which owned the Jasper House
Hotel (IV-2) and later built the Goodridge Block
(IV-1), the Gem was distinguished by its
asymmetrical, classically-inspired street
frontage. Elements indicating this classical
styling are the pillars which can be seen at each
extreme of the facade and the pediment above
the door at its western end. The storefronts
which originally flanked the main entrance of
the theatre are long gone, the awnings, windows
and signage removed. Numerous posters above
and around the door and a painted signboard
flanked by electric streetlights were all that
originally indicated the theatre’s entrance, but at

The entrance to the Gem Theatre, no date.
(PAA B4490)
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some time – probably in the 1940s – a Moderne
Style marquee with neon signage was added.
Over 80 years after opening, and despite the
conversion of the basement after WWII to house
a boxing club known as the “Gym below the
Gem,” the essence of the original Gem Theatre
is still evident. The Gem Theatre was designated
as a Municipal Historic Resource in 1999.

IV-4.

Ernest Brown Block
(1912-1913)
9670 Jasper Avenue

A

lso known as the Brighton Block, this
building was originally named after Ernest
Brown, its builder and one of Edmonton’s most
prominent early photographers. Many of the
illustrations used in this booklet were taken by
Brown, who came to Edmonton in about 1904.
This block was constructed in stages, and
actually consists of two separate buildings (see
photo IV-5). The section to the right, or east,
was completed in 1912, and its mirror image
western half was added in 1913. Local architect
James Henderson drew up the plans for this
$30,000 project. A brick and stone veneer
conceals the brick and steel frame structure of

The Ernest Brown Block, c. 1913. (PAA B4237)
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the building from the street. Variety and interest
is provided in this relatively simple design by
stone details such as the keystones in the upper
windows, the dentillated cornice and the
alternating bands on the eight pilaster strips
which punctuate the facade. The Ernest Brown
Block retains most of its original character; even
the slogan, “Everything Photographic” on the
parapet crowning the building has been restored
The Ernest Brown Block was designated as a
Municipal Historic Resource in 2001.
IV-5.

Pendennis Hotel
(1912)
9660 Jasper Avenue

T

he exact date when this property first became
the site of a hotel is not known, but it is
apparent that the Pendennis, like the Jasper
House Hotel, evolved and grew over a period of
time. In 1907, Nathan Bell became associated
with it as the manager. He bought half the
property the present hotel stands on in 1908 and
in 1911 purchased the rest. The Edmonton
Journal noted that Bell “was the first hotel
operator to purchase his site and building.” Bell
was well known as a hotel proprietor, and the
Pendennis’ dining room, according to The
Edmonton Bulletin, was “admittedly one of the
best in the city.” A mortgage in 1912 indicates

The Pendennis Hotel in 1912. Note half-finished
Ernest Brown Block, left. (PAA B4329)
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the date when a new facade by the Calgary
architectural firm of Lang, Major and Co. was
added. It featured a classically styled metal
cornice and voluted brackets, swags, pilaster
strips, a round-arched main entry and a
segmentally-arched pediment capping the subtly
projecting central bay. The economic slump
after 1913 and prohibition in 1916 combined to
put Bell out of business, and in 1920 the
Pendennis was repossessed by his mortgage
company. This building was designated as a
Municipal Historic Resource in 2001.
IV-6.

Gibson Block
(1913)
9608 Jasper Avenue

W

illiam Gibson, a realtor who listed his
profession as “Gentleman” on the
certificate of title for this property, is the
namesake of this eccentrically shaped building.
The first flat-iron block - so-called because its
wedge-shaped floorplan was reminiscent of the
household appliance - appeared in New York in
1902. Such buildings became popular across
North America before WWI as a means of
salvaging real estate previously considered
unusable. Architect A.W. Cowley designed the
Gibson Block, constructed in 1913, in the
characteristic triangular plan shape to fit an

The Gibson Block in 1914. (GAI ND-6-923)
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awkward lot unsuitable for a standard office
building. Turkish Baths occupied the basement
and the ground floor commercial retail shopfronts
were girdled with a continuous wall of glass. In
1914, the Gibson Block was sold and the offices
on the upper floors were converted to apartments.
The name of the building changed to the
Schubert and Wenzel Block, but was changed
back at some date. Other flatiron blocks were
built in Alberta, but this is the finest example.
The Gibson Block was designated a Registered
Historical Resource by the Province in 1978, and
was purchased by the City of Edmonton and
designated as a Municipal Historical Resource in
1994. It was also upgraded to a Provincial
Historical Resource in that year, and was
extensively renovated and restored by the
Edmonton City Centre Church Corporation to
serve as a women’s shelter.

IV-7.

Edmonton Auto
Spring Works
(1924)
9502 - 102 Avenue

T

he Edmonton Auto Spring Works is first
listed in the City Directory in 1924. It is
probable that this building was constructed in that

The Edmonton Auto Spring Works, 1939.
(CEA EA-160-1163)
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year. In the following year, the Edmonton Auto
Radiator Works was also listed in the same
building. Businesses dealing with the sales and
service of automobiles proliferated after WWI,
displacing livery stables in Edmonton’s
Directories. This building was part of that trend.
It also illustrates a trend in architecture. Like the
Birks Building (III-1), which was a blend of
earlier styles of commercial building and the
Moderne Style, the Edmonton Auto Spring
Works building mixes the false-front
architecture of the livery stables with a taste of
the Moderne Style. Stucco serves to streamline
the traditional lines of this building, giving it a
“cleaner,” more geometric appearance. Thus
did Edmontonians ease their way into the
20th century of machines and modern
architecture.
IV-8.

Jasper Avenue East,
South Side
(pre-1913)
9523 - 9535 Jasper Avenue

L

ittle is left today which would indicate that
Jasper Avenue East was once as developed
on the south side as the north. The image below,
as well as the photos on page 3 and page 10 show

The buildings which occupied the present site of the
Convention Centre in 1957. (PAA B5053)
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that this was the case. Hotels, laundries, a
newspaper office, a picture framing shop, and a
movie theatre, among others, could be found
stretching from 100 Street east as far as
95 Street. Most have now vanished. Cliffe
Street, situated south of Jasper Avenue and east
of 99 Street, is gone without a trace, the victim
of progress and erosion. The earliest record of
9523 Jasper Avenue indicates that in 1913, a
tinsmithing business occupied the building. At
some time a coat of stucco and some radiatorlike fins transformed it into a Moderne Style
building. In contrast, the pre-1907 building at
9535 Jasper Avenue has retained some of its
original pressed metal siding. Both buildings
have seen better days, but are valuable as the
last vestiges of a bygone era.
IV-9.

R.N.W.M.P.
Headquarters
(1912-1913)
9530 - 101A Avenue

I

n 1874, Fort Saskatchewan became the first
base of the North-West Mounted Police in the
area – a choice encouraged, if not wholly
determined by a clash of personalities between
the Chief Factor at Fort Edmonton, and the

Edmonton’s R.N.W.M.P. Headquarters in c. 1932.
(CEA EA-0-5)
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Mounties’ commanding officer. In 1904, King
Edward VII conferred the prefix “Royal” on the
police force, and in 1909 the Mounties finally
moved their headquarters to Edmonton. Known
as the Edmonton Barracks, this building was
erected in 1912-1913 according to designs by
architect Roland Lines (see II-8, III-7, -8). It
contained 10 cells for male and two for female
prisoners, a padded cell, a recreation room, five
bedrooms for sergeants, 20 cubicles for
constables and a tunnel leading to the river
valley. Built at a cost of $70,000, the
battlemented and towered brick Barracks was
tangible evidence of the presence of the law in
Edmonton. The patterned brickwork of the
original Barracks, as well as the fine stone entry
to the later west wing can best be seen from the
courtyard. Officers and their families were
housed in cottage-like rowhouses – now
demolished – on the south side of the courtyard.
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Glossary
antefix an ornament derived from the leaf-shaped
tiles which, in the architecture of ancient Greece,
were placed upright at the edge of a roof to hide the
ends of the roofing tiles.
arcade a series of columns joined by arches.
Art Deco Style a style popular during the 1920s and
30s. Used colourful geometric and naturalistic motifs
for decoration and was generally formal and angular
in design.
balustrade a series of short posts or balusters
connected by a rail and used as a protective barrier or
decoration.
battlement a notched parapet.
bay a regularly repeated spatial element defined by
vertical supports.
Beaux-Arts Style A classically-derived style
originating at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris,
France. Emphasizes symmetry and monumentality.
capital the topmost feature, usually decorated, of a
column or pilaster.
cast stone cement cast to resemble stone.
Chicago Commercial Style an architectural style
developed in Chicago around the turn of the century.
Specific to tall office buildings and having distinctive
windows divided into three side-by-side panes.
Classical Revival Style architecture which uses
elements of ancient Greek and Roman buildings.
clinker brick brick which has been overfired to
produce textured surfaces.
corbelled a projection or series of stepped
projections in masonry or brick built out from a wall
to support the eaves of a roof or some other feature.
cornice any projecting decorative moulding along
the top of a building wall or arch.
cupola a small dome.
dentil a small rectangular ornament, usually found in
rows below a cornice.
Edwardian Classical Revival Style the style of
Classical Revival architecture popular during the
Edwardian era (early 20th century).
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elevation the vertical part of an architectural design.
The view of a building from the side.
entablature a combination of decorative elements,
of which the cornice is one, which form a wide band
at the top of a wall or above a row of columns or
pilasters.
escutcheon a shield-shaped ornament.
finial an ornament which is situated at the point of a
spire or at the end of a gable.
gable roof a roof with two sloping surfaces and an
inverted v-shaped cross-section.
giant order columns or pillars two or more storeys
in height.
Gothic Revival Style architecture, especially of the
19th century, which is based on medieval models.
gothic window window which is pointed at the top.
hipped roof a roof having a sloping surface instead
of a vertical gable end. Often resembles a pyramid in
shape.
Italianate Style architecture, especially of the late
19th century, which is based on that of Renaissance
Italy.
jerkinhead roof a roof form in which the top of the
end of a gable roof is cut off by a secondary slope
forming a hip.
keystone the wedge-shape stone found at the apex of
an arch, often oversized or decorated for aesthetic
effect.
lintel a horizontal beam or stone above an opening
such as a door or window.
mansard roof a roof having a double slope. The
upper slope has a low pitch, while the lower slope is
steeply pitched.
Moderne Style a style popular after the 1920s.
Similar to Art Deco, but without ornament.
Sometimes called Streamline Moderne.
modillion a small ornamental bracket found below a
cornice.
parapet a low wall projecting along the edge of a
roof, which may be embellished or decorated.
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pediment a low-pitched gable edged with classical
mouldings. Often decorated, usually found above a
door or window.
pilaster a shallow pier or pillar projecting only
slightly from a wall.
pillar a square column.
plinth a platform or podium.
porthole dormer a round window resembling a
porthole projecting from a roof and having its own
roof.
portico a porch, the roof of which is supported by
columns or pillars. Often with a pedimented roof.
quoin stones at the corners of a building usually
employed as decorations or for reinforcing the edge
of a wall.
rusticated masonry having strongly emphasized
recessed joints and smooth or roughly cut block
faces.
Second Empire Style a style originating in France in
the late 19th century. Mansard roofs are a
characteristic feature.
segmental arch an arch which uses a smaller
segment of a circle than half a circle.
spandrel in multi-storey buildings, the panel
between the top of a window and the bottom of the
window above it.
string course a horizontal band of stone or brick
which encircles a building.
swag a semicircular ornament resembling draped
fabric or a garland of flowers.
through-the-eaves dormer a dormer at the edge of a
roof which rises vertically from the wall of a building
and breaks through the line of an eave.
tracery the ornamental intersecting stone- or
woodwork, often found in gothic windows.
turret a small tower.
volute a spiral or scroll-shaped decoration.
voussoirs the bricks or wedge-shaped stones
composing an arch over a window or doorway.
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Historical Tour Series
Historical Walking and Driving Tours are
available for the following communities and
areas:
• Bellevue and Hillcrest, 2nd Edition
• Blairmore, 2nd Edition
• Calgary (Atlantic Avenue)
• Calgary (Inglewood & Mount Royal)
• Calgary (Mission & Cliff Bungalow)
• Calgary (Stephen Avenue & Area)
• Coleman, 2nd Edition
• East Central Alberta
(Ukrainian Churches)
• Edmonton (Downtown), 3rd Edition
• Edmonton (The Highlands)
• Edmonton (Oliver)
• Edmonton (Strathcona), 2nd Edition
• Fort Macleod
• Grande Prairie
• High River
• Lacombe
• Lethbridge, 2nd Edition
• Markerville, 2nd Edition
• Medicine Hat
• North Red Deer
• Red Deer, 2nd Edition
• Turner Valley, 2nd Edition
• Victoria & the Victoria Trail
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ASA Red Deer Centre Self-Guided Tour of Dry Island Buffalo Jump
Provincial Park
The ASA Red Deer Centre invites you to explore the Dry Island Buffalo Jump Provincial Park, an area
rich in natural features, palaeontology, and archaeology located in the Red Deer River Valley.
Directions: To reach the park from Red Deer, travel south on Highway 2 for 12 km until turn off for
Highway 42. Travel east on Highway 42 for 40 km until junction with Highway 21. Travel south on
Highway 21 for 32 km to the town of Trochu. From Trochu drive east on Highway 585 for
approximately 17 km till western boundary of Dry Island Buffalo Jump Provincial Park. A parking lot is
on the right, before descending the hill. Start your adventure from here!
Note: It is recommended you have sturdy footwear for the walking paths and bring water and snacks for
your travels. If the weather is wet and rainy, it is recommended to schedule your trip for another day.
The abundance of bentonite clays in the valley swell easily in the rain and make travel dangerous. While
there are no designated hiking trails, there is a picnic area near the parking lot, and you can choose
your own hiking trail to follow.

Reference Map

Dry Island Buffalo Jump Provincial Park
There are several interpretative signs
at the entrance to the park, use these
to help plan your walk. The infamous
“island” can be seen to the east from
the parking lot at the viewing point.
The bison jump sites are located on
the valley edges to the west, and the
major paleontological features are in
the eastern portion of the park.
The Red Deer River Valley provides a
breathtaking view of iconic Canadian
Badlands terrain. The river valley is
geologically composed of sands and
clays, and the interaction between the
two is responsible for the unique
formations. Once an ancient shoreline,
the area experienced phases of
transgression and regression. Transgression, the rise in sea levels marked by shoreline advancements,
deposited mud and clays from the sea. Then regression, a decrease in sea levels marked by receding
shorelines deposited sands over millennia. These ancient shore fronts going back and forth between
advancing and receding created stratigraphy that is marked by both clay and sand layers. Over time the
highly erodible clay layer interspersed between the less erodible sandstone layers are responsible for the
small hills and island that make this park famous. The bentonite clay layers found throughout the valley
swell easily in the rain, which makes travel both difficult and dangerous.
It is also for this reason the park is rich in palaeontological resources, as one of North America’s most
important Albertosaurus bone beds was discovered in the eastern edge of the park in 1910. Excavations
have continued intermittingly since the late 1990s, and some of the fossils are on in display in the Royal
Tyrrell Museum in Drumheller, Alberta.
The Dry Island bison jump is one of the most northern jumps found in Alberta. Excavated in 1982 by the
Archaeological Survey of Alberta, three discrete bone beds were recovered at the base of the cliff. These
bone beds were used as evidence for intermittent use in prehistory as the projectile points associated
with them ranged from Avonlea to Plains Side Notched. The cliffs are approximately 48 metres high,
which was high enough to ensure the bison were killed almost immediately. These cliffs are much
higher than cliffs at other famous bison jumps, including Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump where the
cliff is 10m high today. There were no drive lanes found associated with the jump, however, it is
possible they were disturbed or damaged from agricultural activity above the valley. After the
animals were run off the cliff, they were butchered and processed for their meat, marrow, and
hides. These resources would provide the Indigenous people with food, clothing, and shelter.

During the archaeological assessment of the park in 1982, two other campsites were discovered. One
was located on the upper terrace above the valley, while the other was found on the valley floor. They
were not believed to be connected to the jump as their archaeological assemblage reflected different
activities, including tool making. The animal remains found at the campsites are dominated by bison but
also include bear, elk and shellfish from the nearby Red Deer River. There is currently not a path to the
jump due to concerns of looting, instead take the time to appreciate the high cliffs and their use in a
bison jump.
Summary
The Dry Island bison jump was used intermittingly over the last 3,000 years, creating three distinct bone
beds at the base of the cliff. Two other campsites were also discovered during excavations but are not
believed to be associated with the jump activities. The jump is a unique archaeological site because it is
the most northern jump in Alberta and has a cliff much higher than other well-known bison jumps. The
bison jump is only a portion of the significance of the park, as the iconic Badlands topography is home
to important palaeontological resources. Take the time explore the park and appreciate the natural
beauty that has been made over millennia.

ASA Bodo Centre Self-Guided Tour of Monitor Mud Buttes,
Consort Chert Quarry, and the ‘Nose’ of the Buffalo
Directions
Note: Please plan your trip accordingly as the trip is approximately 288 km roundtrip from Provost.
You are free to choose which sites you wish to visit and may do so over several days. Before starting,
please ensure you have enough fuel to complete the trip as there are limited facilities along the route.
Consort, approximately halfway through the trip, is a good place to refuel, use the facilities and grab a
refreshment.
Provost or Bodo to Monitor Mud Buttes:
From Highway 899, drive south to Highway 12, approximately 65 km from Provost and 31 km from
Bodo. At junction with Highway 12, turn west towards Monitor, approximately 33 km. Drive through
Monitor to the west side of town, then turn south onto Range Road 50 for approximately 14 km. The
Mud Buttes will to the east and there will be signage.
Note: From Provost, you can take Highway 600 towards Cadogan, then turn south onto Range Road
45A and drive past Sounding Lake straight into Monitor. This route has more gravel roads.
Monitor Mud Buttes to Consort Pebble Chert Quarry:
Continue south on Range Road 50 for 2.7 km, then turn west onto Township Road 332 for 13 km.
Continue until junction with Highway 886, turn south onto Highway 866, for approximately 6 km.
Follow the curve in the highway as you head west, but before the road turns south again, exit onto
Township Road 330 to continue driving west. Follow Township Road 330 for approximately 1 km. The
Chert Quarry is located on private land but can be seen from the road.
Note: Do not trespass on private land, do not pick up or collect any artifacts or archaeological
materials, and do not disturb the site.
Consort Pebble Chert Quarry to the ‘Nose’ of the Buffalo:
Take Township Road 330 back east to Highway 866, travel north for 26 km to Consort. From Consort,
travel west on Highway 12 for 25 km to Veteran. Turn north onto Highway 884 and drive until you can
see the tower on the hill, approximately 18 km. Pull in near the tower where it is safe and possible to do
so and look for the ‘nose’ of the buffalo. This is the most westerly extent of the Neutral Hills.
‘Nose’of the Buffalo to Provost
From Highway 884, travel north for approximately 8 km to junction with Highway 599. Turn east onto
Highway 599 and drive for approximately 20 km, past Neutral Hills, until junction with Highway 41.
Turn north onto Highway 41 and travel for approximately 10 km, then turn east onto Highway 600 for
43 km through Cadogan until Provost.
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Monitor Mud Buttes
Located approximately 14 km south of Monitor, these low hills are a unique geological feature
formed by the Laurentide Ice Sheet. The Mud Buttes are one of North America’s most well
known sites of glacially glacially deformed bedrock.
They are an isolated pocket of
badlands approximately 2 km long
and 800 m wide. They are
considered one of North America’s
largest and best exposed site of
glacially deformed bedrock. The
spectacular folds and faults seen
here were formed by the push of
advancing glaciers and provide
important information of the
direction of the glaciers during the
last ice age.
The Neutral Hills, located north of
Consort, are approximately 15 km
long and 3 km wide. They were
also formed due to advancing
action of the glacier. They have
been described by geologists as a
“hill-hole pair.” The continental glacier scooped out a large block of soft bedrock, creating the
large depression. Further south, along the direction of the glacier’s movement, the bedrock was
deposited as a series of concentric, lobe-shaped ridges.

Consort Pebble Chert Site
The Consort Pebble Chert Quarry site (EkOr-8) is located south of the Village of Consort. Despite
knowledge of the site's existence by local farmers, it was only in 1999 that it was first recorded as
an archaeological site. Covering a large area, the landscape is dominated by the presence of
marked depressions that vary in size from less than a metre in depth and diameter to well over
three metres in depth and diameter. The presence of pebble chert on the ground surface made this
area an attractive location for collecting unmodified lithic material in order to fashion stone tools.
Note: information for this site has been sourced and
modified from K. Steuber’s M.A. thesis

From K. Steuber M.A. Thesis

Who/ What Made those Holes in the Ground? Some Theories:
1. Formed by a meteorite shower
2. Bison wallows
3. Holes dug to extract pebble cherts
4. Glacial Phenomena: ice lens collapse, ice block burials (‘kettle hole depressions’), ice wedging
Current evidence supports the hypothesis of glacial phenomena, which would have exposed the
pebble chert to be quarried.

Other artifacts found at the Consort Pebble Chert Quarry site include:
Top Left: Pebble Chert, Top Right: Duncan Projectile Point
Centre Left: Stone Anvil, Centre Right: Stone Cairn
Bottom: Stone Arc

The ‘Nose’ of the Buffalo (Nose Hill)
The hill, which is the westernmost
extension of the Neutral Hills, comes
from the same geological formation
as the Misty Hills. Not to be
confused with Nose Hill in Calgary,
the ‘Nose’ of the Buffalo has a long
history for both Cree and Blackfoot
people. The nose refers to this
singular, prominent location in the
Neutral Hills. The hill occurs on the
1802 Kioocus Blackfoot map, and
later was given a Cree name as well:
Oskewunachio; Oskewun means
nose.
The hill was used as a camping and
chert pebble extraction area. Parts of
the hills were first surveyed in 1977
by Mike Quigg, who recorded 15
pebble chert collection sites, one of
which was the ‘nose’. Quigg noted
the region was dominated by bipolar
pebble technology and wanted to
name this phenomena the Neutral
Hills Pebble Industry. In 1986,
Bruce Ball, from the Archaeological
Survey of Alberta, collected chert
samples from the hill which formed
the basis for a publication on chert
pebble extraction in this part of
Alberta.
This graph demonstrates the
dominance of chert as a material
in the area compared to areas
further east (Hardisty and the
Edmonton area).

ASA Calgary Centre Self-Guided Driving Tour of Archaeological
and Historic Sites Between Calgary and Cochrane
The Calgary Centre invites you to participate in a self-guided driving tour of archaeological and
historical sites between Calgary and Cochrane. The tour begins on the northwestern city limits,
where Crowchild Trail turns into Highway 1A between the communities of Tuscany and Rocky
Ridge. Total driving time is estimated at 50 minutes.
Point of Interest: Everblue Springs Site
Location: Junction of Highway 1A and 12 Mile Coulee Road, southeast side of road
Immediately to the southeast of the intersection of Highway 1A and 12 Mile Coulee Road is the
Everblue Springs Site (EgPn-700). The site was discovered in 2005 during the development for
the community of Tuscany. The site can be found in the open area next to a recently constructed
condo complex adjacent to the Everblue Nursery. A bone bed uncovered 110-140 cm below the
surface provided evidence of a bison kill approximately 7500 years ago. Located on the margin of
a spring, it is believed the bison were ambushed by hunters at the edge of the watering hole. The
large projectile points recovered from this site represent a unique assemblage that are now referred
to as Burmis Barbed Points. These projectile points represent a technology transition stage
between early spear points associated with Paleo-Indian hunters and smaller atlatl points which
dominated the Middle Prehistoric. For further information on the Everblue Springs Site and the
archaeological interpretations of these finds please see:
Brian Vivian, Amanda Dow, Janet Blakey, Jason Roe (2011) The Everblue Springs Site and Early
Transitional Bison Kill Sites of the Alberta Foothills 7,200 Years Ago. Archaeological Society
Occasional Paper No 11.
Sample of Projectile Points Recovered
from the Everblue Springs Site

Point of Interest: Old Morley Trail
Location: Head west on Highway 1A and travel along the Old Morley Trail
The modern highway closely follows the original trajectory of a historic wagon track between Fort
Calgary and the settlement of Morley. This historic path followed a well established travel route
used by First Nations who travelled up and down the Bow Valley for generations. The
commanding views of the surrounding foothills landscape from the uplands along the valley edges
were important locations for monitoring movement of bison herds. As you drive towards the
mountains, notice there are portions of the highway that align with Devils Head Peak. This
mountain is discernable by the prominent square peak which appears to rise above the surrounding
mountains. The peak can be used as a sighting landmark from as far north as Olds and as far east
as Strathmore. The Blackfoot name for this peak translates as ‘Swan’s Bill‘, so named because the
black peak and snow covered ridges resemble the black tip of a Trumpeter Swan’s bill turned
toward the sky. This mountain was commonly referenced in 19th century exploration accounts
written by James Hector and George Dawson, during which the name was changed to Devil’s Head
Peak.
Point of Interest: Lochend Road
Location: Approximately 6 km past Calgary’s city limits, turn north on to Secondary Highway 766
or Lochend Road.
Driving north on Lochend Road, the hummocky and pot-holed terrain that characterizes much of
the Bearspaw district transitions to a flatter, more even surface. This road closely represents the
western extent of the Laurentide Ice Sheet during the most recent ice age. This single ice sheet
originated over Hudson Bay and spread west to cover much of Western Canada. Smaller ice sheets,
formed in the Rocky Mountains, coalesced to form the Cordilleran Ice Sheet which covered much
of British Columbia and the rest of Alberta. Geoscientists can distinguish the extent of the sheets
and amount of ground covered by examining the rocks found. Granites and feldspars are associated
with the Laurentide Ice Sheet to the east, while the Cordilleran Ice Sheet from the west is associated
with quartzites.
Point of Interest: Big Hill Springs Coulee
Location: Drive approximately 15 km on Highway 766 to junction with Highway 567 (Big Hill
Springs Road). Turn west onto Highway 567 for 2.5 km as the road passes through Big Hill Springs
Coulee.
Big Hill Springs Coulee is a glacial spillway formed by large volumes of water flowing across the
landscape as glaciers started to recede and melt approximately 14,000 years ago. Big Hill Springs
Coulee is one of many coulees found across southern Alberta. Other notable coulees include
Manyberries Coulee by Cypress Hills, Tongue Creek, Knee Hill Creek, Chin Coulee and Verdigres
Coulee near Milk River. Many of these spillways trend in a southeast direction, indicating the
general elevation of the land and direction of meltwater travels away from the glaciers.

Point of Interest: Big Hill Springs Buffalo Jump
Location: From the west side of Big Springs Coulee follow signs for Big Hill Springs Park. Turn
south onto Range Road 34A, approximately 3.5 past junction of Highway 766 and Highway 567.
Follow this road for 2 km until parking lot at Big Hill Springs Provincial Park.
Note: Big Hills Springs Provincial Park is closed until June 2021, but you can park in the parking
lot.
From the parking lot, look towards the west side of the valley for the location of the Big Hill
Springs Buffalo Jump. Alberta is home to many bison jumps, including the Old Woman’s bison
jump, Bone Yard Coulee, Dry Island bison jump, Jumpingpound Creek, Tongue Creek, and HeadSmashed-In Buffalo Jump, a UNESCO World Heritage site. Bison jumps represent a hunting
strategy used by First Nations people for thousands of years. Hundreds of bison were driven over
a topographic drop or cliff sufficient enough to kill or incapacitate the animals, sometimes from
kilometres away. The butchering and processing of the bison provided First Nations people with
resources for food, shelter, and clothing. The communal organization required for a mass bison
kill event differs greatly from the ambush hunting strategy described at the Everblue Springs Site.
Point of Interest: Big Hill Springs Creamery
Location: From the parking lot at Big Hill Springs Provincial Park, follow the walking path
towards the picnic area by the hillside
The remaining foundations of
one of the first commercial
creameries in Alberta is found
along the margins of the stream
that flows past the picnic
grounds. According to historic
records, D.M. Ratcliffe built
the creamery in the 1890s and
it is said to be one of the first in
the province to produce butter
for sale. The cold, clear spring
water served as a refrigerant for
the cream. The business
changed ownership when
Ratcliffe moved to the Red
Deer area, but the creamery
operated until the 1930s.
Archival Photo of Big Hill Springs Creamery
(Glenbow Archives NA-237-28)

Point of Interest: Cochrane Ranch
Location: From Highway 576 head west and travel for approximately 6.5 km until junction with
Highway 22. Turn south onto Highway 22 towards Cochrane for 8.5 km. At the intersection of
Highway 22 and Highway 1A in Cochrane, turn east then turn immediately into Cochrane Ranch
Park on the north side of the road.
The historic Cochrane Ranch Park is the place of the first large-scale cattle operation in Alberta.
Established in 1881, the ranch was contracted to supply beef for nearby NWMP posts, First
Nations communities forcibly removed from their traditional bison hunting grounds, and
construction crews working on the Canadian Pacific Rail line. The original grazing lease for the
ranch extended across the region from Morley to Calgary, and south to the Elbow River and the
Tsuut’ina Reserve. Investors from Montreal under the leadership of Senator Mathew Cochrane,
for whom the ranch and town were named, established the Cochrane Ranch Company, and hired
Colonel James Walker as the ranch manger. The ranch remained in operation until 1888, when the
completion of the railway and extensive land base of the ranch led to the leased lands and cattle
being sold off. In 1898 and 1919, two brick yards were established on the grounds of the ranch. In
the 1970s it was decided to turn the ranch into a historic park, and an initial archaeological
investigation was completed in 1977. More recent archaeological excavations were completed in
2019 and 2020. For a full account of the archaeological studies completed in 1977, see the
reference below which is available online:
Roderick J. Heitzmann (1980) The Cochrane Ranche Site, Archaeological Survey of Alberta
Occasional Paper no. 16, Alberta Culture Historic Resources Division

The stop at Cochrane Ranch completes the self-guided tour of archaeological and historic sites
between Calgary and Cochrane, we hope you found your educational tour enjoyable. To head back
to Calgary follow Highway 1A east for approximately 19 km. If you would like a sweet treat, we
recommend stopping at McKay’s Ice Cream Shop on Cochrane’s Main Street for their wide
assortment of ice cream.

Reference Map
Please see location directions in the self guided tour for more detailed instructions

ASA Lethbridge Centre Self-Guided Driving
Tour of Sundial Medicine Wheel and Retlaw
Directions
Lethbridge to Sundial
From Lethbridge head north on Highway 25 through Picture
Butte towards Iron Springs. Travel approximately 5.3 km past
Iron Springs, then turn north onto Highway 845. Drive for
approximately 21 km then turn west onto Highway 522.
Travel for approximately 6.7 km on 522 through a glacial
spillway, there will be powerlines on the right side of the road. You will pass a battery on the right
hand side of the road, travel for approximately 750 m further till you see a Lethbridge County Sign
and a Dead End sign on the left side of the road. Turn south down this road, there will be a fence
on the right hand side of the road, travel 820 m till you reach a cattle guard. The road forks here,
continue south down the road through the grazing land. Drive for approximately 1.25 km almost
due south following the road. You will be able to see the cairn on the top of the hill as you get
closer. There is a small parking area with a government information sign and the medicine wheel
is a short hike up the hill!
Sundial to Retlaw
Option A - Suggested Route
Travel back east along Highway 522 till junction with Highway 845. Turn north onto Highway
845 and travel 3.3 km till junction with Highway 526. Turn east onto Highway 526 and drive for
approximately 27.2 km, through Enchant and past Lost Lake. You will see a sign on the right side
of the road for Retlaw, then turn south onto Range Road 173 and continue for approximately 10.8
km. You will see Retlaw on the right side of the road, turn into the town on 1 st Ave.
Option B – Gravel Roads
Travel back east along Highway 522 till junction with Highway 845. Continue straight east along
Township Road 140 for approximately 9.8 km till junction with Highway 25. Travel south on
highway 25 for 6.5 km then turn east onto Township Road 132. Drive for approximately 18 km on
Township Road 132 then turn south onto Range Road 173. Drive for approximately 1 km and you
will see Retlaw on the right side of the road and turn into town on 1st Ave.
Retlaw to Lethbridge
Turn south onto Range Road 173 for approximately 2 km, then turn east onto Township Road 130
for 3.3 km till junction with Highway 864. Turn south onto Highway 864 and travel for
approximately 33 km till junction with Highway 3 at Taber. From Taber, turn west onto Highway
3 for approximately 54 km till Lethbridge.
Notes:
The Sundial path between the cattle guard and the hill is dirt, and it is rough and bumpy. It is
suggested you either have 4WD or AWD and drive carefully. If you are unsure about the road, you
can always park on the main road before the cattle guard and walk!

Reference Map

Sundial Medicine Wheel
Sundial Medicine Wheel (EaPe-1), or Onoka-Katzi in Blackfoot, is
located north of Iron Springs in Southern Alberta. Often located on hills
or topographic high points in the landscape, medicine wheels provide a
commanding view of the surrounding area. Their location in these
prominent places in the landscape further the interpretation of
ceremonial function but little information is known about what activities or events took place, or
when they were used. Very few of these sites have been excavated by archaeologists and their
exact function remains unknown. It is possible that they served multiple functions, or their purpose
changed throughout the thousands of years they have existed.

The Majorville Medicine Wheel located near Bassano, Alberta was excavated in 1977 and dates
to approximately 3300 BCE. Excavation determined the cairn had been continually used since its
construction to present time. Alberta is home to the most medicine wheels in the Plains, with over
25 throughout the province. These sites can also be found in Saskatchewan and Montana.

Above: View N of Sundial from the
entrance
Right: Plan view of Sundial from
Brumley 1988

Eight different types of medicine wheels have been identified and categorized based on their
construction patterns by Brumley (1988) (see accompanying sheet for illustrations). Medicine
wheels contain at least two of the three components:
1. Cairn: central constructed rock pile, found at the centre of medicine wheels, if present
2. Circle: ring of stones either singular or multiple forming concentric circles
3. Spokes: lines of stones radiating outwards from the centre, can be few or many

Sundial is comprised of a central cairn,
two concentric outer rings and two
lines forming an entrance, which
makes it subtype 2. Granites and
quartzites are the most common stone
used to construct the cairn and rings,
which likely came from the Little Bow
River to the west. The medicine wheel
is approximately 40 metres long,
including the entrance, and 28 metres
wide.

View E of the central cairn
The site is located on the highest topographic point in the surrounding landscape and orientated
roughly along a north-south axis. This medicine wheel has never been excavated and it is unknown
when it was originally constructed. However, through the use of lichenometry, the study of lichen
growth, archaeologists are able to determine the medicine wheel was constructed in three separate
phases. The central cairn and inner ring have the most lichen growth, indicating it was constructed
first and is the oldest. The outer ring has less lichen and was constructed second. The entrance,
which intersects the two rings, has the least lichen growth and is the most recent addition.
Considerations
Medicine wheels are often located in topographic high points in the land, such as on hills or river
valley edges. Why would a location like this be important?
There are eight different types of medicine wheels, but all have some of the same characteristics.
What could be some reasons for all the different shapes?
The rocks used to construct the medicine wheels have preserved for thousands of years, but not
everything left at these sites will preserve. What else could have been left at the medicine wheels
but did not preserve?
Reference
John H. Brumley (1988) Medicine Wheels on the Northern Plains: A Summary and Appraisal.
Archaeological Survey of Alberta Manuscript Series No. 12.

An Iconic Alberta Ghost Town: Retlaw
The hamlet of Retlaw was first started in 1913, when the Canadian Pacific
Railway (CPR) bought the land with the intention of creating a major
community along the rail line between Calgary and Suffield. The land was
chosen due to its location in the agricultural heartland of Canada, and the
CPR believed the agricultural productivity of the region would make a
valuable stopping point on the train line. Retlaw is an eponymic name, the village was named after a
CPR official by the name of Walter Baker. Retlaw is the reverse of Walter, and the town was named
in their honour. Soon after the CPR set up a depot in the area, families flooded to the region to farm.
The boom of Retlaw was soon followed by its bust, as the Bow River Irrigation District decided to
provide irrigation to the town of Vauxhall, approximately 10 km to the east, leaving Retlaw without
the promise of irrigated farmland. Families soon left Retlaw in favour of developing farms with
irrigated land, and by 1928 the CPR had closed their depot in Retlaw and sold their land holdings to
the village for $1. Soon afterwards, many of the buildings were abandoned and Retlaw was considered
a ghost town by the mid 1900s.
While the rest of the town has been torn down, moved
away, or dismantled by years of neglect, the Retlaw
Union Church has had a different, although tumultuous
past. The land for the church was originally donated in
1917 by a local family, and construction was finished in
February 1919. The bell in the tower was donated by a
local family originally from Sweden, in memory of their
son who was killed in WWI and was shipped from
Europe. As Retlaw was abandoned by the local towns
people the church fell into disuse and was boarded up
the 1960s. In the mid 1970s it was discovered the bell
had been stolen from the tower, and the local
community searched for the bell, which was eventually
returned. However, as the church was not being used at
the time, the bell was not re-hung in the tower and sat
on the main floor. Soon afterwards, a local farmer took
the bell for safe keeping to prevent it from being stolen
in the future.
In the early 1990s enough interested had been garnered
to restore the church, and by 1993 it was fully restored.
In 1994, the land and Church was transferred to the
Retlaw Historical Society, which is responsible for the
upkeep of the church, and the display signs around the
town. Finally, in 1995 the church was fully rededicated
and continues to serve as a place for weddings, funerals,
and Christmas services for the surrounding community.
The church has long withstood the rest of the town and
has become an iconic landmark in the region.

View S, standing on 1st Ave, of the original
location of the grain elevators and CPR depot.

View W, standing on Range Road 173, of the CPR
train tracks.

The original CPR depot is located 0.3 km west from Centre St. At this location you can read
the signs about the Alberta Wheat Pool and see where the train tracks were once laid.
Approximately 70 m south from 1st Ave on Range Road 173, you can see where the train tracks
once crossed. Although the tracks are no longer there, their impression has been left on the
landscape. Please see attached map for locations.

The Retlaw Historical Society has
endeavoured to keep the spirit of the
town alive through the creation of
educational display posts with
information and vignettes about the
buildings and people who once
lived there. Retlaw was once home
to a school district, two grain
elevators, a CPR depot, a
blacksmith shop, a billiards hall, a
post office, a hotel that also served
as a hospital, a catholic church and
the Retlaw Union church. Refer to
the attached map for more points of
interest and take the time to read
each display to learn how this
bustling train town with promise
became one of the most iconic ghost
towns in Southern Alberta.

Map of Retlaw

Points of Interest
Grain Elevator Location and Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) train depot location
View of CPR tracks, crossing Range Road 173
CPR Information Display Sign
Blacksmith and Stable Information Display Sign
Hotel Information Display Sign
Police Barracks Information Display Sign
Retlaw School and St. Anne's Catholic Church Information Display Sign
Retlaw Union/United Church

There are many more display posts around
the town, be sure to see them all!

Post Office Map for Enchant, Retlaw and Vauxhall and surrounding areas (ca. 1920)
This map shows the original path of the CPR, and the depots at Enchant, Retlaw and Vauxhall.
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Ross Glen Site
A
portion
of the Ross Glen
neighbourhood in Medicine Hat is built
on the Ross Glen archaeological site,
identified as DlOp-2.
Three different periods of human use date
back 5,000 years, although most use
happened about 1500 years ago (the
Bullshead Subphase of Besant culture).
Another occupation with undetermined
age happened later. The most visible
features were 18 stone circles, but 42
other related features were recorded.
This place was home to small groups of
people, separated by thousands of years.

Directions
You can reach the site from Ross Glen Drive. Turn onto
Taylor Crescent, then park in the cul-de-sac to the left,
and take the paved access. Once you reach the main trail,
a green bench to your left (north) is a good place to sit.
The map shows the approximate area of the whole site.

significant
stone
circle
sites
yet
investigated in Alberta and possibly in all
the Northern Plains.” The vast amount of
stone flakes, fire broken rock and animal
bones confirms that these stone circles
were an active community, although only
lasting perhaps a few weeks. Nearly all
other stone circles in Alberta have very
few related artifacts.
The excavation preceded destruction of
the site as part of the Ross Glen Stage 5
land development, which included 550
houses and their requisite subsurface
utilities.

An assessment by Ethos Archaeological
Consultants in 1978 found the site is
approximately 3.5 ha (8.8 acres) in size.
Detailed excavations of 546 square metres
in 1981 represented only 2% of the overall
site. However, this small area yielded
45,000 pieces of cultural material!

J. Michael Quigg, who attended the
assessment and led the excavation,
described the site as “one of the most

Site Use
Indirect evidence from Ross Glen suggested that site use best fit the fall period, although minimal flora and
faunal material was uncovered to define seasonality more accurately. Material remains supported the
hypothesis that considerable meat and hide processing took place.
A conservative estimate based on the number of tipi rings suggests gatherings of at least 100 people, which
would have included enough people to accomplish the labour intensive tasks of surrounding and/or
impounding buffalo.
The stone circles ranged from three
to ten metres in diameter, implying
several different purposes.
A variety of activities took place at
the site, and people stayed for long
enough to create refuse piles. Tools
were fashioned, improved and
discarded, made largely of local
materials, although some Besant
points are believed to have been
brought from Montana. Post holes
are evidence of a structure, likely
built to support hides while they
were tanned. The quantities of firebroken rock indicate boiling pits
used to extract marrow from the
large bones. This, in turn, indicates
a major kill site must have been
close, perhaps near one of the
visible cliffs.
Findings
The thousands of pieces of cultural material included lithic debitage (small waste chips produced when
knapping stone into tools), fire-broken rock and bone, and tools, at a rate of 59 items per square metre
investigated.
Significance
1. One
of
the
highest
frequencies of ancillary features
of any stone circle site in
Alberta, including fire broken
rock
piles,
hearths,
lithic
concentrations and post moulds.
2. The highest density of
cultural material of any stone
circle reported (as of 1981) in
Alberta, and possibly all of the
Northern Plains.
3. For the first time in Alberta,
ceramics were found directly
associated with Besant materials
in good cultural context.

Considerations
Unfortunately, there is no evidence of the archaeological excavations left to see. But, standing on Ross
Creek Coulee Trail in the vicinity of Taylor Crescent, you are standing on thousands of years of hunting and
gathering history. Have a seat on the bench, and try to envision what the area looked like thousands of
years ago.
Why might this site have first been selected? Why was it reused over the millennia? Why is the site where it
is, and not 1000 metres north or south? What can you see from the vantage point of the site (or what could
you have seen)? What made this site sustainable for prolonged use?
References
J. Michael Quigg, Ross Glen: A Besant Stone Circle Site in Southeastern Alberta, 1982, Archeological Survey
of Alberta Manuscript Series No 10, 1986.
Ross Glen : a Besant stone circle site in southeastern Alberta - Open Government

