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MONTHLY MEETING: KEN HOLYOKE
WHO: Ken Holyoke, University of Lethbridge
WHAT: Of Rocks, Lakes, and the Beautiful River: An Archaeological History of the
Lower Walastoq and the Washademoak lake Chert Source
WHEN: November 1st 2022 at 6:30 pm (casual chat time), meeting starts at 7 pm
WHERE: PE264, University of Lethbridge (room across from Tim Hortons in the
Sport Centre)
Weaving its way through northern Maine,
southern Quebec, and much of New Brunswick,
the Saint John River (the Wolastoq, or, Beautiful
River) and its watershed are the homeland of
the Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) people. The
lowlands and floodplains which lie along the
broad, arcing reach of the Lower Wolastoq—a
freshwater estuary that drains to the Bay of
Fundy—are among the most fertile in the
province. The productivity of these lands
attracted groups for millennia, among them ancestors of the Wolastoqiyik and
their Wabanaki relations, dating back to Palaeoindian times.
Washademoak Lake is the southernmost of a chain of lakes which lie
to the north of the Wolastoq, and on its eastern shore, is the source
for lithic material called Washademoak Multi-coloured Chert. Since
2010, my research has focused on understanding the archaeology
and geoarchaeology of the Washademoak Lake area. In this paper,
I introduce the archaeological history of the Lower Wolastoq, results
of recent survey fieldwork, and present insights into the ways in which
past groups accessed, prepared, and exchanged Washademoak
Chert.
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Have you renewed your membership? Adults/families: $20, Students: $10
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